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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0438 extends the sunset date of the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee.  

SUMMARY

The Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee provides support and input to groundwater protection efforts on Vashon Island and Maury Island.  The Committee is scheduled to sunset at four-year intervals.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0438 extends the Committee for another four years, through December 31, 2017.

BACKGROUND

The Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee was established in 2001 by Ordinance 14214.  The Committee was created for the purpose of providing oversight, coordination and technical advice regarding the implementation of the Vashon-Maury Island groundwater management plan. 

The King County Code (“KCC”) calls for a committee membership representing water purveyors, water and sewer utilities and associations, residential well users, business owners, agriculturists, the unincorporated area council, the chamber of commerce, and local environmental organizations.  

KCC 9.14.100 defines the following responsibilities for groundwater protection committees: 

· advise the Executive and Council on the groundwater management plan
· advise elected officials from the county, municipalities, special purpose districts, water and sewer utilities and associations and water purveyors on implementation of the groundwater management plan
· make recommendations on the annual and three-year work plan
· participate in and monitor implementation of groundwater management plans
· recommend modifications and updates to groundwater management plans
· coordinate community groundwater protection activities in conjunction with all of the regional entities involved in groundwater protection, especially public education, involvement and stewardship activities
· recommend groundwater protection policies and services tailored to the unique needs of the Vashon-Maury Island groundwater management area
· provide an annual status report
· provide advice on state groundwater regulation.

		
In 2005, the Council extended the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee through December 31, 2009 (Ordinance 15082); it 2009, the Council again extended the Committee through December 31, 2013 (Ordinance 16724).  Since the Committee was established in 2001, it has been meeting regularly, and has provided important input on the implementation of the groundwater management plan.  It currently has its full complement of membership appointed and active.


Proposed Ordinance 2013-0438

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0438 extends the sunset date for the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee through December 31, 2017.  The measure also revises code reference to membership representation, which currently includes a member from the unincorporated area council (“UAC”).  In 2012, the Council removed unincorporated area council references from County code language and replaced them with a different framework for engagement with unincorporated area residents.  Council motions that approved the original UAC’s were rescinded.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0438 strikes the reference to representation from the unincorporated area council, and replaces it with a representative who is a resident of the Vashon-Maury Island community.  

ANALYSIS

The Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Committee appears to have made significant contributions to the monitoring and public awareness of groundwater quality and quantity issues on Vashon/Maury Island.  It has prepared a water quality index identifying key indicators of stream water quality, and has incorporated that into an explanatory bulletin.  The bulletin was published by the local newspaper, contributing to community understanding of the issues and status related to groundwater quality.  

The Committee is currently undertaking its 2014 work plan, with issues such as stormwater, well data, stream monitoring and related matters under consideration.  The Committee has scheduled four regular meetings for 2014, and remains an active, involved body.  Updating of membership representation to reflect the deactivated status of unincorporated area councils appears to be an appropriate revision.  

REASONABLENESS

Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2013-0348 appears to be a reasonable business decision.  


ATTACHMENTS	

1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0438 
2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter dated September 18, 2013
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