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Summary of Proposed Ordinance on Enforcement of County Codes

October 7, 2002

The primary purpose of this legislation is to amend K.C.C. Title 23 to facilitate effective enforcement by making all appeal periods 14 days in length, authorizing use of the abatement fund to staff an abatement officer and eliminating the complainant appeal. 
Recommends amendments to the code enforcement title to facilitate effective implementation.  (Sections 1 through 8, 13, 15, 16, 18 and 20)  The proposed changes will provide greater flexibility in making enforcement decisions.  Technical corrections to update internal code references are also included.
Eliminates the complainant appeal. (Sections 4 & 19)  A complainant is any third party who is an aggrieved person.  Current code gives complainants similar appeal rights as property owners including the right to appeal a citation, notice and order, stop work order and a determination to enter into a voluntary compliance agreement, and the determination by the department not to take enforcement action.  DDES has received three complainant appeals, the most recent having been filed within the last month.  The proposal does not eliminate the requirement to provide notice to those complainants who request to be parties of record.  

Amends the "wrecked, dismantled vehicle" section of county code to include licensed auto repair businesses as appropriate to store or park these vehicles.  (Section 9)

Shortens the appeal period for citations from 21 to 14 days, the same as the appeal period for a notice and order or a stop work order. (Sections 11, 12, 14 and 19)  This change will make the code enforcement process more efficient and provide for consistent appeal periods for all types of enforcement actions.  
Authorizes use of the abatement fund for code enforcement administrative costs, including personnel positions.  (Section 17)

