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SUBJECT:   A motion authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal cooperation agreement with the city of Burien for the disbursement of funds appropriated and allocated for the Branson Nearshore acquisition property.
BACKGROUND: 

In 1999, the county’s Department of Natural Resources requested funding for the acquisition of eelgrass beds in the Dumas Bay area near Federal Way.  This project had been identified by the Water Resource Inventory Area 9 as an ‘Early Action’ project in support of salmon recovery.  Funding was drawn from the Surface Water Management program, in the amount of $125,000.  This funding was recommended in response to the direction of the Executive to identify ‘early action’ projects with potential to impact salmon recovery.  While the project was described as follows--“enhance and reestablish eelgrass beds and to create and expand scarce estuarine habitat”--no specific parcel of land was identified beyond the reference to eelgrass beds in the Dumas Bay area of the City of Federal Way.  
However, that project did not go forward for further development; there was no project manager assigned, and the appropriated funding was not spent for the Dumas Bay project.  There apparently is ongoing research regarding the importance of eelgrass beds as juvenile salmon habitat in Puget Sound, including the Dumas Bay area, being conducted by Battelle Institute; and while the Department of Natural Resources and Parks expresses interest in a future project in that area, there is no identified, scoped acquisition project currently at Dumas Bay.  
As a result, the funding originally intended for this project became available for reprogramming; WRIA 9 officials have recommended an alternative project, the Branson Nearshore acquisition property, for the use of this funding.  The Branson Nearshore project has been the focus of interest of the WRIA 9 Watershed Services Coordination Team for several years, during which time it has been working with the City of Burien on project development and funding.

BRANSON NEARSHORE

The Branson Nearshore project is 6.27 acres of Puget Sound waterfront property within the City of Burien, including 247 feet of undeveloped shoreline.  The property has a number of salmon enhancement values, including the following:

· Eelgrass beds, used as nurseries for juvenile salmonids;
· Support for habitat-forming geological processes, such as supply of sediment through landslides and erosion; such sediment is important in the formation of eelgrass beds and mudflats. 
· A surf smelt spawning area, providing an important food source to adult Chinook and coho salmon;

· Overhanging vegetation provides habitat for insects, which constitute a portion of the diet of juvenile salmon.

This project is included in the list of projects proposed through the WRIA 9 Near-Term Action Agenda, which identified a range of projects judged to be of significant value to the recovery of salmon which can be identified and addressed in the near term.  The project was submitted for funding to the state Salmon Recovery Funding Board in 2002, ranking second among the projects submitted; no SRFBoard funding was provided. 

PROJECT FUNDING

The City of Burien has worked with the Department of Natural Resources to develop funding opportunities from a number of sources for this project.  Total acquisition cost is $925,000.   The following table describes funds secured and funds anticipated in support of the acquisition of the Branson Nearshore property.

	Funding Source
	Funding Amount

	FUNDING SECURED

	Washington State Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation
	$127,682

	King County Conservation Futures
	$462,500

	Burien City King Conservation District funding
	  $66,000

	WRIA 9 Forum King Conservation District grant
	$100,000

	FUNDING ANTICIPATED

	Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account
	 $43,818

	Proposed Motion 2003-0073: Central Puget Sound ESA Early Action Funds
	$125,000

	Total
	$925,000


INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF BURIEN

Among the key provisions of the proposed Interlocal Agreement are the following:
· Reference to the Dumas Bay eelgrass proposal as the original funded project, and the fact of that proposal not going forward;  as well as the recommendation of the WRIA 9 for the Branson project as an appropriate replacement;

· A description of the use of funding pursuant to the agreement, providing that funding may be used for expenses related to property acquisition, such as appraisals, title searches, negotiations, administrative overhead, but not including purchase of land;

· Provision for reimbursement to the County or reprogramming funding if the project does not go forward, providing that the City may reimburse the County for funds expended, plus accrued interest;  any reprogramming request must meet the original funding intent, and be approved by the Council;

· Requirements for project narrative and accounting for funding, as well as project reporting; reports include a semi-annual written report, a final report, and, where a status change has, or is expected to occur, a report on project status;

· Disposition of any remaining funds, requiring that any such funds be returned to the County;

· Provision for the property to be maintained as open space in perpetuity, or, if there is a change in status, a requirement that the City pay the County a mutually determined amount in cash, or substitute another property acceptable to the County;  notification requirements to the County in case of a change in use are also addressed;
· The County will provide $125,000 ‘toward the acquisition of the Branson property’;

· Provisions for hold harmless, the right to amend the agreement, contract waiver provisions, and a provision indicating that this is the entire agreement, are included. 
SUPPLEMENTAL REAPPROPRIATION
The consideration of this interlocal agreement by the Council is the first step in authorizing DNRP to go forward with this allocation; the Budget Committee had originally included an item disappropriating $125,000 from the Dumas Bay Eelgrass project, and reappropriating that funding to the Branson Nearshore project in the supplemental corrections budget ordinance; that item was pulled to allow NRPOS to review the interlocal agreement policy elements, with the intent to include it in a subsequent supplemental.  

ACQUISITION PROCESS

The acquisition of this parcel by the City of Burien has actually occurred in June of 2002; this funding, then, will provide reimbursement to the City for expenditures from its general fund to support the acquisition.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0073 

A. Interlocal Agreement Between King County and the City of Burien for Partial Funding of the Acquisition of the Branson Property
2. Transmittal Letter from Executive dated February 18, 2003

