Appendix A

[bookmark: _Toc165042642]Curbside Impact Calculation
[bookmark: Proposed_Solid_Waste_Rate_Restructure][bookmark: Introduction][bookmark: Revenue_Neutrality][bookmark: _bookmark32][bookmark: Curbside_Impact]Solid waste customers and jurisdictions have historically asked for and come to expect a measurement of the impact a rate increase proposal would have on residents’ waste collection bills, referred to as “curbside impact.” To fill this need, DNRP created a curbside impact measure that generates an average monthly curbside impact for all residents in the County’s service area, based on amount of garbage generated by a typical household. It will not match the actual curbside impact in any given city because all cities have different starting rates and distribute the disposal costs across their customer bases differently. However, it should be accurate in the aggregate across the entire Solid Waste Division (SWD, or the division) service area. In addition, the division has gathered rate data and modeled the impact in different jurisdictions for the most common can size: the 32/35-gallon cart. This provides more context for the potential variability of impacts across the service areas. 

The curbside impact to customers varies considerably between cart sizes and collection contract/ Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC)-service areas. To model the potential impact, the division gathered rate data across the service area for the most common residential can size: the 32/35-gallon cart. The amount attributable to the disposal portion of the monthly service cost was not available for all contracts and the UTC areas. The division compiled the most recent available contract data and found that, on average, 26 percent of the cost was attributable to the disposal fee. This factor was then used across the monthly service cost to estimate the monthly increase. On average, a 32/35-gallon cart customer would be expected to see a $0.73 increase per month due to the proposed 2027 rate increase. 

Figure 1 below shows a breakdown of the curbside impact by jurisdiction. 
Figures 2 and 3 provide more information on our estimation methodology. 
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Figure 1.  Impact of the Proposed Rate Increase on Monthly Solid Waste Service Fees
*

*Seattle 2026 increase includes both service and disposal fee components.


Figure 2.  Key to City Disposal Rate Estimation Methods
	Estimation Method
	

	City disposal percentage is based on the current year rate sheet.

	1

	City disposal percentage is based on the most recent past-year rate sheet disposal component out of total rate. This percentage is then applied to published current-year rates to calculate the current disposal component.

	2

	City disposal percentage is based on the average disposal percentage across all current-year and recent past year, for available City and UTC rate sheets. This percentage is then applied to published current-year rates to calculate the current disposal component.

	3

	City disposal percentage is based on most recent past-year rate model. This percentage is then applied to published current-year rates to calculate the current disposal component.

	4

	Unincorporated King County (UKC) disposal percentage is estimated as the hauler cost of disposal out of total hauler costs, as outlined in Rate Case Sheets. Defaults to average disposal percentage when recent estimated costs are unavailable. This percentage is then applied to published current-year rates to calculate the current disposal component.

	5

	Provided for comparison.
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Figure 3.  32/35 Gallon Service Rates and Disposal Component Estimation Method
See Figure 3 for key to estimation method

	City
	2025 Estimated Monthly Cost
	2025 Estimated Disposal Component
	Estimation Method Used

	Algona
	$37.17
	$9.03
	3

	Auburn
	$30.59
	$7.43
	3

	Beaux Arts
	$19.31
	$7.03
	5

	Bellevue
	$31.25
	$7.58
	1

	Black Diamond
	$23.28
	$3.17
	5

	Bothell
	$22.64
	$5.92
	2

	Burien
	$31.14
	$6.52
	2

	Carnation
	$35.97
	$8.74
	3

	Clyde Hill
	$21.59
	$5.24
	3

	Covington
	$26.27
	$8.69
	4

	Des Moines
	$30.66
	$6.98
	2

	Duvall
	$37.53
	$9.12
	3

	Enumclaw
	$38.40
	$9.33
	3

	Federal Way
	$26.90
	$6.53
	3

	Hunts Point
	$19.31
	$7.03
	5

	Issaquah
	$39.55
	$7.33
	2

	Kenmore
	$19.31
	$7.03
	5

	Kent
	$25.94
	$8.02
	2

	Kirkland
	$49.70
	$12.07
	3

	Lake Forest Park
	$39.02
	$9.48
	3

	Maple Valley
	$18.86
	$5.77
	2

	Medina
	$19.31
	$7.03
	5

	Mercer Island
	$36.64
	$6.16
	2

	Newcastle
	$48.41
	$11.76
	3

	Normandy Park
	$28.18
	$8.83
	2

	North Bend
	$54.89
	$8.50
	2

	Pacific
	$36.50
	$8.87
	3

	Redmond
	$22.76
	$8.47
	4

	Renton
	$30.19
	$6.72
	4

	Sammamish
	$50.21
	$8.26
	1

	SeaTac
	$23.63
	$5.74
	3

	Shoreline
	$33.52
	$6.27
	2

	Snoqualmie
	$35.07
	$6.98
	2

	Tukwila
	$21.97
	$6.34
	2

	UKC - North (Republic of Bellevue)
	$19.31
	$7.03
	5

	UKC - North (WM - Northwest)
	$23.18
	$5.63
	5

	UKC - South (Republic of Kent)
	$23.28
	$3.17
	5

	UKC - South (WM - Seattle)
	$25.64
	$6.23
	5

	UKC - South (WM - South Sound)
	$25.64
	$6.23
	5

	UKC - Vashon
	$18.24
	$4.43
	5

	Woodinville
	$23.18
	$5.63
	5

	Yarrow Point
	$19.31
	$7.03
	5

	Seattle
	$45.05
	-
	6







Estimated Increase in Monthly Rates for 32-Gallon Residential Collection
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Algona	Auburn	Beaux Arts	Bellevue	Black Diamond	Bothell	Burien	Carnation	Clyde Hill	Covington	Des Moines	Duvall	Enumclaw	Federal Way	Hunts Point	Issaquah	Kenmore	Kent	Kirkland	Lake Forest Park	Maple Valley	Medina	Mercer Island	Newcastle	Normandy Park	North Bend	Pacific	Redmond	Renton	Sammamish	SeaTac	Shoreline	Snoqualmie	Tukwila	Unincorporated - North	Unincorporated - North	Unincorporated - South	Unincorporated - South	Unincorporated - South	Unincorporated - Vashon	Woodinville	Yarrow Point	Seattle	0.86000000000000121	0.71000000000000085	0.66999999999999993	0.72000000000000064	0.30000000000000027	0.7000000000000004	0.79000000000000026	1.0900000000000001	0.5	0.83000000000000007	0.87999999999999967	0.87000000000000099	0.89000000000000057	0.62000000000000011	0.66999999999999993	0.72999999999999987	0.66999999999999993	0.75999999999999979	1.1500000000000004	0.90000000000000036	0.78000000000000091	0.66999999999999993	0.73	1.120000000000001	0.83999999999999986	0.38999999999999951	0.84000000000000163	0.80999999999999872	0.64000000000000057	0.79000000000000092	0.78	0.7900000000000007	0.65999999999999925	0.48999999999999977	0.66999999999999993	0.53000000000000025	0.30000000000000027	0.58999999999999986	0.58999999999999986	0.41999999999999993	0.53000000000000025	0.66999999999999993	1.5	2%	2%	3%	2%	1%	3%	2%	3%	2%	3%	3%	2%	2%	2%	3%	2%	3%	3%	2%	2%	4%	3%	2%	2%	3%	1%	2%	3%	2%	1%	3%	2%	2%	2%	3%	2%	1%	2%	2%	2%	2%	3%	2027 Disposal Fee Increase	
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