The Honorable Dow Constantine

June 17, 2009 

Page 2

June 17, 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the City of Redmond Amendment to the General Sewer Plan, March 2009, to authorize the provision of needed sewer service to an elementary school in the rural area.
The King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) and King County Code provide that public sewer expansions shall not occur in rural areas except where needed to address specific health and safety problems threatening the existing uses of structures or the needs of public schools or public school facilities.  Public sewers may be extended, pursuant to this policy, only if they are tightlined and only after a finding is made by King County that no reasonable alternative technologies are technologically or economically feasible and that an on-site sewer disposal system for the public school or public school facility would not protect basic public health, safety, and the environment during the use of this site for a school or school facility.
In this case, the Lake Washington School District (LWSD) operates the Wilder Elementary school.  The school is currently served by an on-site system that is failing, and that failure threatens the existing uses of the school.  The proposed amendment for providing sewer service in the rural area was reviewed by the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC), pursuant to the criteria of King County Code 13.24.134 and KCCP policy F-249.  The UTRC recommends approval of the plan amendment.
Wilder Elementary School
Wilder Elementary is located on the north side of NE 133rd Street in unincorporated King County, approximately 2.1 miles east of the intersection of NE 132nd Street and Avondale Road.  Sewer service at the school is presently provided by a 20,000-gallon pre-cast concrete holding tank.  The tank is failing and this is the second tank LWSD has constructed, with the last replacement in 2002.  Construction of a traditional on-site treatment system was evaluated by a professional sanitary engineer and it is not feasible to construct a traditional system given the soils of the school property.
King County Code

King County Code 13.24.134 provides that sewer service shall be expanded to serve uses in the rural and natural resource areas only if the facilities are:
1.
Needed to address: 

a.  Specific health and safety problems threatening the existing uses of structures; or 

b.  The needs of public school(s) systems with design daily average flows of more than 3,500 gallons per day.
2.
Tightlined; and 

3.
A finding is made by the UTRC that no cost-effective alternative technologies are feasible and that an on-site sewer disposal system for the public school or public school facility would not protect basic public health, safety, and the environment during the use of this site for a school or school facility. 

Finally, the code provides that decisions on sewer service expansions in rural or resource areas shall be made by King County in the form of approval of a sewer comprehensive plan or approval of an amendment to a sewer comprehensive plan.

In light of the request and information supplied by the LWSD, the King County Code, and Policy F-249, the UTRC investigated the request and made findings that there are:

· health and safety problems threatening the existing use of the school and the average daily flows of wastewater are greater than 3,500 gallons per day; 

· the sewer transmission line, if constructed, in the rural area can be tighlined; 

· that no reasonable alternative technologies are technologically or economically feasible (cost effective); and 

· that an on-site sewer disposal system for the public school or public school facility would not protect basic public health, safety, and the environment during the use of this site for a school or school facility.
The Redmond City Council approved a resolution on November 18, 2008, for the provision of sanitary sewer service outside the city limits to the Wilder School.  The city’s proposal can proceed with the adoption of the enclosed ordinance.

If you have any questions about the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact Stephen Hirschey, Chair of the UTRC, at 206-205-0817.  
I appreciate the city's cooperation in addressing the needs of this elementary school.  I urge the council to adopt the enclosed ordinance approving the amendment to the city's plan, to allow this critical public service to be provided to the school.

Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Interim Chief of Staff
  Saroja Reddy, Policy Staff Director

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council




  Frank Abe, Communications Director

Karen Burgess, Washington State Department of Ecology

Jim Streit, Senior Utility Engineer, City of Redmond

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)


Beth Goldberg, Deputy Director, OMB
Theresa Jennings, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
