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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE establishing the King County citizens' advisory commission on homeless encampments.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0248, if passed, would create the King County Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Homeless Encampments.  
Purpose

The Commission is to study and make recommendations to the executive and council on the following issues:

· A needs assessment for homeless encampments;

· Policy and procedural guidelines for determining the location of future homeless encampments;

· Options for locating homeless encampments on public land in King County; and

· Options for locating homeless encampments on private land in King County.
Membership
The Commission shall consist of thirteen voting members, with each member being appointed by the executive and confirmed by the council by motion.  The members of the Commission shall include:

1.  Two members from faith-based organizations, including at least one who resides in a city located in King County with a population less than five hundred thousand;

2.  One member from a human services organization that deals with homeless issues;

3.  One member from a human services organization that deals with housing issues;

4.  Four members who are citizens at large, including at least two who reside in a city located in King County with a population less than five hundred thousand;

5.  One member who represents the municipal government of a city located in King County with a population less than five hundred thousand;

6.  One member who represents the city of Seattle;

7.  One member who represents King County;

8.  One member from the law enforcement community with experience working with homeless encampments; and

9.  One member who is employed by Seattle-King County public health.
· Appointees to the Commission shall not hold or be a candidate for elected office while serving on the Commission.

· The Executive is to transmit the nominations to the Commission to the Council by June 1, 2004.

Public hearing requirements
The Commission is required to hold a minimum of two public hearings at different locations in the county to solicit input from the general public.
Reporting requirements
The Commission shall issue its final written report to the council by August 1, 2004.
Staffing and operations 
· The Commission shall appoint two members to serve as cochairs of the body.
· The Executive shall provide professional staff support to the commission.

· The Prosecuting Attorney's Office (PAO) shall provide legal assistance to the commission.
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