[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]9
	Name:
	Leah Zoppi

	Proposed No.:
	2014-0400
	Date:
	October 28, 2014



SUBJECT:  

An ordinance relating to fees for electronic documents that are filed with District Court that require extra handling, and for paper documents that are filed with District Court that do not comply with electronic filing requirements.

SUMMARY:

This ordinance would amend the King County code to provide the King County District Court with the authority to assess a fee of $20 to anyone who files an electronic document with the Court that requires special handling because of errors, failure to follow court rules or statutes, or lack of completeness.  The ordinance would also impose a fee of $50 to attorneys for documents filed with the Court in paper rather than electronically.  The ordinance allows attorneys to avoid the paper filing fee by first obtaining an approved waiver from electronic filing from the District Court.

These fees relate to District Court’s budget request to implement a new unified case management system in 2016, which would transition the Court from paper to electronic case filing.  If this ordinance is adopted, District Court anticipates implementing in 2017, and is requesting the authority to assess fees as part of the 2015-2016 Budget in order to begin communicating about the new fees with court users in 2016. The fee would raise a projected $175,000 in General Fund revenue in 2017-2018.

BACKGROUND:

King County District Court handles a caseload of approximately 217,000 cases per year.  The District Courts is a court of limited jurisdiction and derives its authority from statute and court rule. King County code chapter 4A.634 authorizes certain District Court fees.

The Executive’s 2015-2016 Budget proposes $7.66 million for the District Court to implement a new unified case management system in 2016. The new case management system would allow the District Court to transition to electronic document filing, which would provide additional convenience for court users and provide operational efficiencies for the District Court. These operational efficiencies are projected to pay back the case management system capital project costs after six years. Implementing fees for documents requiring special handling or filed by paper is part of the District Court’s overall strategy for achieving operating efficiencies from electronic document filing.

The District Court is requesting the authority to assess fees as part of the 2015-2016 Budget in order to begin communicating about the new fees with court users as the new case management system is implemented in 2016.  The fees would not be implemented until 2017.

ANALYSIS:

The faulty document and paper filling fees are projected to raise $175,000 in General Fund revenue in 2017-2018 and $229,688 in 2019-2020.  This estimate is based on an assumption that one percent of documents filed will be assessed the fees.  These revenues would help partially offset the debt service on the case management system capital project.

The basis for the proposed fee amounts is as follows.  The Faulty Document Fee is based on King County Superior Court’s fee of $15.00 established in 4A.630.060, which was implemented in 2004.  District Court increased that fee by $5 due to account for inflation, requesting a fee of $20.  The District Court’s Case Management System Steering Committee did market research and arrived at $50 as a reasonable charge for a Paper Filing Fee.

INVITED:
1. Corinna Harn, District Court presiding judge
2. Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy & Budget

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2014-0400
2. Transmittal letter
3. Fiscal note
1 of 2

Page 2 of 2
image1.png
u

King County




