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July 17, 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

The enclosed ordinance, if approved, will ratify the Ferry Coalition (Passenger only Vessels, Marine Division) collective bargaining agreement for the period of July 1, 2009, though December 31, 2013.  The Ferry Coalition is made-up of employees that belong to the International Organization of Master, Mates and Pilots; the Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association; and the Inlandboatmen’s Union of the Pacific.  These employees work for the Department of Transportation and will be responsible for the safe operation and maintenance of passenger only ferry vessels and shore-side facilities.

This is the first-ever contract between the county and the newly created Ferry Coalition.  This agreement allows the county to use its own employees to operate passenger-only ferry service on ferry routes contracted from the King County Ferry District (KCFD).  The agreement has no limitations on the number of passenger-only ferry routes that the county can contract with to provide service.  Should the county contract with the KCFD for routes beyond the current Vashon Island to Downtown Seattle and the West Seattle to Downtown Seattle routes, this agreement will allow the county to rapidly staff and hire qualified employees for future routes.

This agreement covers all classifications of employees that are required to successfully and safely operate a passenger ferry service.  The agreement contains provisions for Marine Captains to operate the vessels and supervise all loading, unloading and transit of passengers.  The Marine Deckhands are responsible for collecting tickets, loading and unloading of passengers, and routine maintenance of the vessels to ensure passenger safety.  The Marine Engineers will be responsible for the overall mechanical readiness, safety and performance of the vessel.  The Marine Engineers are assisted by the Marine Oilers who perform the maintenance work required to operate the vessels.  Finally, a Marine Information Agent, will sell tickets, provide other necessary shore-side services to assist the public, and operate vessel galleys, should galley service be established on-board county vessels.  This team of employees will ensure a safe ferry program that the public can be proud of.

The adoption of the enclosed ordinance is a necessary step towards fulfilling the county’s obligations, as required by the interlocal agreement between the county and the KCFD, to hire personnel and administer labor contracts as required to operate a passenger-only ferry service.

The cost-of-living increases contained in this agreement for employee wages follow the standard county practice of annually increasing by 90 percent of the increase in the All Cities CPI-W Index, September to September for the preceding year.  However, the increase is guaranteed to be at least equal to two percent, and is capped at six percent.

The agreement reached is a product of good faith collective bargaining between King County and the Ferry Coalition.  The agreement compares favorably with other settlements and is within our capacity to finance.  This agreement has been reviewed by the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division.

If you have questions, please contact James J. Johnson, Interim Labor Relations Manager, at 206-296-8556 at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett

King County Executive
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