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Three foundational Transformative or Restorative Justice Principles:
1. TJ/RJ is community-centered and community defined 
It signifies communities taking back some of the power that has been located in large government state and industrial interests. Communities of people come together in restorative or peacemaking circles and decide by consensus how to heal relationships damaged by conflict and harm.
2. TJ/RJ comes from indigenous cultures around the world
The practice of restorative or peacemaking circles is being re-learned from indigenous cultures, including the First Nations and Native Americans of North America, the West African people that settled in the Gullah region after the abolition of slavery, and the Maori of New Zealand.
3. TJ/RJ is a new way of seeing justice that requires new language
Instead of talking about laws broken, crimes committed, and perpetrators punished, TJ/RJ talks about harm done, relationships broken, victims being supported, offenders and communities becoming accountable in order to make things right.
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Restorative Justice is a framework for responding to wrongdoing and conflict that is rapidly gaining acceptance and support by educational, legal, social work, and counseling professionals and community groups. King County has adopted Restorative Justice values to ensure a process that is safe, supportive, accountable, trauma informed, and is built around relationships and shared responsibility.
[image: ]Highlights of King County Efforts:
· Several Restorative Justice trainings for juvenile justice staff and partners

· Developing Restorative Mediation Diversion Pilot Program

· Restorative Justice Peer Facilitator Training for 12 High School Students
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