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Metropolitan King County Council
Health, Housing and Human Services Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Tillery Williams 

	Proposed No.:
	2018-0515
	Date:
	May 21, 2019




SUBJECT

Proposed motion confirming the appointment of Amesha Lawton to the King County Economic Opportunity and Empowerment Advisory Board, created by Ordinance 17973. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2018-0515 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Amesha Lawton, a resident of Council District eight, to the King County Economic Opportunity and Empowerment Advisory Board for a partial term expiring on April 30, 2019.

BACKGROUND 

In August 2012, King County voters approved a nine-year property tax levy lid lift[footnoteRef:1] to finance Phase 1 of a new Children and Family Justice Center (CFJC) capital project to replace the outmoded Youth Services Center at 12th Avenue and Alder, on the southwestern edge of Seattle’s Central District. The CFJC project provides for the replacement of courtrooms, offices, parking, and the detention facility.  [1:  Ordinance 17304 authorized placement on the August 7, 2012 ballot. ] 


In February 2015, the King County Council approved a design build development   contract[footnoteRef:2] with Balfour Beatty Construction LLC (known locally as Howard S. Wright). Council concurrently restricted $1,000,000 of a supplemental appropriation[footnoteRef:3] to the CFJC capital project “to be used for an economic opportunity and empowerment program to ensure diversity in the project workforce and to facilitate achievement of the design build contract’s goals for hiring and training minorities, women, veterans and youth, and small contracting and suppliers utilization goal.”[footnoteRef:4] Through the supplemental appropriation, Council also established the Economic Opportunity and Empowerment Advisory Board, to be appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council, to advise and assist King County via a program administrator with developing and executing these efforts.    [2:  Ordinance 17972]  [3:  Ordinance 17973]  [4:  Ordinance 17973 ] 


ANALYSIS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Motion 2018-0515 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Amesha Lawton, a resident of Council District eight, to the King County Economic Opportunity and Empowerment Advisory Board for a partial term expiring on April 30, 2019. The current board is comprised of 11 members and includes representatives from the building trades, construction industry, labor, community organizations and pre-apprenticeship providers. King County Code section 2.28.003 states, “An appointee may exercise the powers of office beginning thirty days after appointment or such earlier time as the appointee is confirmed by the council. Appointees remain subject to later confirmation or rejection by the council. Any member whose term has expired shall continue to serve until a successor is appointed and either is confirmed or is authorized to exercise official power…” If the Committee chooses to confirm Ms. Lawton’s appointment to the board at this time, the Executive has stated that he will soon transmit another motion for Council to consider which confirms the reappointment of Ms. Lawton to a full term. 

Ms. Lawton is currently a Program Manager for the Pre-Apprenticeship Construction Training (PACT) Program at Seattle Central College. She also serves on the Technical Advisory Committee, Leadership Advisory Board, and is a graduate of the Seattle Vocational Institute. She notes that she has a connection to the community and is passionate about assisting underserved representatives in her community and other counties.

INVITED

· Amesha Lawton, Appointee, King County Economic Opportunity and Empowerment Advisory Board 
· Daniel Peterson, Staff Liaison, King County Finance & Business Operations Division, Department of Executive Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0515
2. Transmittal Letter for Proposed Motion 2018-0515
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