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COMMITTEE ACTION: On August 28, the Transportation Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2002-0349 with a “do pass” recommendation.
SUBJECT:  Revising transit rates of fare to increase the age of children allowed to ride free on Metro.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0349 would increase by one year of age the definition of a child for transit fare payment, allowing children less than six years of age to ride free on Metro.   Currently, K.C.C. 28.94.015 provides that children less than five years of age may ride free.  

The rationale for this change is to bring King County Metro’s definition for child fares in line with other transit agency partners in the Regional Fare Agreement in order to further simplify fares for customers and bus drivers.  The Regional Fare Agreement, also known as the Smart Card project, includes seven transportation agencies that are collaborating to plan and implement a regional fare collection program which enables customers to use one fare card on multiple systems throughout the four county Central Puget Sound area.  Smart card fare collection technology will be used to allow linked trips between transit, ferries and rail and to significantly expand each agency’s strategic fare policy capabilities.  The transportation agencies involved include: King County Metro, Community Transit, Everett Transit, Kitsap Transit, Sound Transit, Pierce Transit and the Washington State Ferries.  
Budget Impact

According to information provided by Metro Transit, the proposed change allowing children less than six years of age to ride free on Metro is estimated to result in a decrease in passenger revenue as follows:  

	Revenue Source


	2002
	2003
	2004

	Passenger fares
	(2,300)
	(9,700)
	(10,000)

	
	
	
	

	Total
	-2,300
	-9,700
	-10,000


Proposed Amendments
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0349 requires a technical correction to maintain the consistency of the age definition for the child fare category throughout the ordinance.  Attachment 2 contains this proposed amendment.
A substantive amendment has also been proposed for the Committee’s consideration that would change the Family fare to be consistent with the charge for a regular adult fare in the off-peak period.  According to the Transit Division, historically, these fares have been equal and there has been some recent ambiguity for customers and bus drivers.  The Family fare is available on Sundays and Holidays and allows for one adult and up to four passengers under the age of eighteen to pay a total fare of $1.00.  Currently, the regular adult off-peak fare charge is $1.25.  Attachment 3 contains a letter from the Transit Division in support of proposed amendment.  
BACKGROUND: The most recent change to the fare ordinance occurred in May, 2001, when the Council approved a fare increase for most categories with the exception of the youth fare, which was reduced, and the family fare, which remained the same.  

Except as may otherwise be provided by ordinance, the following fare categories and rates are currently established for regularly scheduled county public transportation service on buses, trolleys, transit vans, dial-a-ride (DART) vehicles and streetcars:
	
	Off-peak


	One-zone
	Two-zone

	Regular fare
	$1.25
	$1.50
	$2.00

	Child fare
	No charge
	No charge
	No charge

	Youth fare
	$.50
	$.50
	$.50

	*Family fare (Sundays/most holidays) 
	$1.00
	N/A
	N/A

	Seniors and persons with disabilities fixed route fare
	$.25
	$.50
	$.50

	ACCESS Paratransit fare
	$.75
	$.75
	$.75


* Proposed Amendment would raise Family fare to $1.25
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