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SUBJECT:  Clean Vehicle Technology Demonstration Project as part of county’s Green Fleet initiative
BACKGROUND:  In response to the challenge of climate change, King County has adopted a variety of initiatives to limit the region’s emissions of greenhouse gases; these include 

· approving the county’s participation in the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign and supporting the Executive's development of an action plan to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and targeted air pollutants from county operations (Motion 11364)

· providing policy direction to capture energy from the county’s waste streams (Motion 11712)

· requiring green building practices in all buildings the county constructs, remodels and renovates, and directing offices and departments to incorporate the use of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) methods and techniques (Ordinance 15118)

· authorizing the county to enter into a membership agreement with the Chicago Climate Exchange (Ordinance 15556)

· Development of a Climate Change preparedness and mitigation plan, an energy plan, and plan for use of alternative fuels (Motion 12362).

· Participation in the Green Fleet Initiative, involving a coalition of 20 cities and regional air pollution control officials, committing government to utilization of vehicles that minimize emissions of greenhouse gases

Pursuant to the direction expressed in Council actions and by direction of the Executive, King County has undertaken efforts on a number of fronts, including the acquisition of clean technology vehicles.  These vehicles are acquired in pursuit of the Green Fleet Initiative, intended to bring more clean and climate-friendly vehicles to King County. 

While the county can, through its procurement responsibilities, acquire and use clean technology vehicles, it can also encourage the selection and use of such vehicles by the broader public, to further the purposes of mitigating the impacts of greenhouse gases.  One means of doing this is through the use of demonstration vehicles made available for use by county employees, as a way of encouraging use by drivers in King County.  

In addition, the Green Fleet initiative can benefit through the identification of regional standards for a green fleet program, and through consideration of a certification function with regards to green fleet vehicles.   

Proposed Motion 2007-0543 directs the Executive to report on the process for development of regional green fleet standards, and the possibility of establishing a regional clean technology vehicle certification program.  

Proposed Motion 2007-0543 also provides that special clean technology demonstration vehicles can be assigned to county employees for a limited period, to promote these low-emission technologies and fossil fuel alternatives.  To encourage maximum visibility, authorized employees can use these vehicles before or after working hours, and as a take home vehicle.  Incidental personal benefit or convenience associated with such use does not constitute personal use, the motion indicates.   

ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0543

