Attachment 4 City of Tacoma Testimony
Representative Orwell,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Per our conversation last week, I have provided the following information regarding the success we have had with DNA evidence utilizing a federal grant.
· End of 2012 we were awarded a federal grant from the Office of Justice Programs FY 12 Solving Cold Cases with DNA (NIJ Grant #000988) for $224,950.  The grant was for 18 months starting in January 2013 until June 2015.  The grant allocates $60,000 for DNA processing by a private lab (Cellmark).  
· There are over 170 Cold Case unsolved homicides in the City of Tacoma since 1960’s.
· The grant also covers submittal of DNA for cold case rapes.
· In 2013-2014 biennium there have been at total of 50 cold case homicides and 867 cold case rapes have been reviewed for their scientific or investigative potential.  
· More than 300 pieces of evidence from 29 unsolved homicides and 23 unsolved rape cases have been submitted to labs for DNA analysis. 
· The scientific analysis of physical evidence in these cases as well as the investigative work of the cold Case Unit has resulted in the resolution of 14 cold case homicides and 8 cold case rapes during the past 2 years.  A total of 24 cold case homicides have been resolved since the Cold Case Unit’s inception in 2011.
Highlights:
1986 Carol Davidson Rape/Murder – This case was solved in late 2013, however the criminal trial occurred in 2014. Carol Davidson was the 46 year old mother of 5 children at the time of her murder.  Her body was located August 30, 1986 in her apartment.  Evidence suggested Davidson had been the victim of a brutal rape/homicide.  A detailed investigation was conducted but no suspect was able to be identified and the case went cold.  Cold Case Detective reviewed the original investigation and the evidence and determined this case had investigative and scientific potential.  Several items were submitted for DNA evidence.  The end result was the arrest of Christopher Leon Smith.  Smith pled guilty on September 12, 2014. Davidson’s adult children attended the trial. Davidson’s son Jim Stevens said the work of the cold case unit is “beyond words”.  “I’m happy for everybody, this will bring more closure to people.  It definitely helped me move on.”
95-2630310 – Kidnapping/Sex Offense – Cold Case Rape:  In July 2011 while doing cold case work, Detective Wade identified a Pierce County Child Abduction/Rape case that occurred in Buckley in 1995.  The victim was a 9-year-old girl who was kidnapped while walking to her bus stop.  The suspect duct-taped the child and transported her to a remote wooded location near Alder Lake where she was brutally raped.  The victim was found dazed, wandering down the highway by a passing motorist; law enforcement was called.  The victim was taken to Mary Bridge where she underwent surgery to repair her vaginal injuries.  Her family did not know she had been abducted until they were called by law enforcement.  An extensive investigation was conducted but a suspect was never identified.
After reviewing the case file, Detective Wade determined that the rape kit had never been sent to the crime lab.  She contacted PCSD Detective and requested that he submit the rape kit to the WSP Crime Lab.  In February 2012, PCSD Detective was notified that there was a DNA hit in CODIS matching the unknown suspect DNA profile from the rape kit to Donald Victor Schneider.  Schneider was already serving life without parole for the 2004 rape/kidnap of a prostitute that was investigated by Detective Wade.  Schneider was charged with Child Rape 1 for the 1995 case and was brought back to Pierce County from Walla Walla to stand trial (statute of limitations ran out on the kidnapping).  On January 11, 2013, Donald Schneider pled guilty as charged to Child Rape 1 and received his second life sentence.
2003 Cold Case Rape arrest: Victim was sexually assaulted in the tideflats in 2003.  A suspect was identified in 2014 from a DNA hit. The suspect was located, a confirmation DNA sample was obtained and the Prosecutor’s Office charged the suspect with Rape 2nd.
2003 Cold Case Rape: After submitting case evidence for new DNA testing, a suspect was identified.  The suspect was tracked down in Thurston County and interviewed.  The crime was later determined to have been committed in Thurston County.  The case was forwarded to Thurston County Prosecutor’s Office for review and charging.
2003 (2) Cold Case Rapes: Subject was charged with two cold case rapes that occurred in Tacoma in 2003.  The suspect was charged with Rape 1, Rape 2 and Robbery 1.  The subject was linked by DNA to these two stranger rapes after the sexual assault kits were submitted to a private DNA lab under the cold case grant.  The subject is a level 3 registered sex offender currently serving 126 months to life in prison for the 2012 sexually motivated attempted kidnapping and assault 2 of a McDonald’s employee.
80-004962 – Cold Case Update:  In 2011, Detective Wade initiated a project to have DNA samples collected from 36 civilly committed sexually violent predators housed at the Special Commitment Center (SCC) on McNeil Island.  The project took over two years to complete and resulted in the collection of DNA from 36 living offenders at the SCC and 4 deceased offenders from the SCC.  All 40 samples were entered into CODIS.  In May 2012, the Bellevue Police Department was notified of a DNA match in CODIS linking one of the 36 sexually violent predators at the SCC to the unsolved 1980 rape-homicide of 19-year-old Susan Lowe.  The defendant denied having any contact with the victim and denied ever being in her apartment.  The investigation revealed that the defendant forced his way into the victim’s apartment and then raped and strangled her in her own bed.  Suspect then covered her body and made it appear that she was asleep.  Suspect was charged with Murder 1 in January 2013.  On June 26, 2014, the suspect pled guilty to Murder 2.  He was sentenced to 14.5 years to Life.  

Cold Case Update – Rape and Burglary – Male subject recently pled guilty to a very violent burglary and rape of a 20-year-old female at a north end residence that occurred in 2000.  On Friday, March 1, he is being sentenced to 15 years to life under the indeterminate sentencing law for sex cases. 

Cold Case rape arrest – A child rape investigation from 2004 was concluded where the suspect was identified in 2012 using DNA.  Detective’s obtained a warrant for the suspect’s arrest in California.

1989 Rape/murder – Victim was a 22 year old prostitute working the downtown area of Tacoma at the time of her murder in January of 1989.  Her remains were recovered days after she went missing in a heavily wooded area south of Tacoma outside of Tacoma Police Department’s jurisdiction.  In 2004, the case was transferred to Tacoma Police Department.  Under the cold case grant, Cold Case Detective reviewed the case file and submitted several items of evidence to the WSP Crime Lab for DNA analysis.  A suspect profile was developed from swabs collected at the autopsy.  The profile was uploaded to CODIS and hit on a registered sex offender living in Alaska.  Cold Case Detective along with the FBI interviewed the suspect.  Case is under review.

The Federal Grant allowed not only for the submittal of potential DNA evidence to a private lab but also paid for detectives to work overtime to review and investigate these cases.  Many agencies do not have the resources to review cold case homicides and rapes.  As noted above, the grant has also allowed us the opportunity to assist other agencies.  This is not a complete list of our results and I have highlighted the cold case rapes because of the Rape Examination initiative.

There are several reasons why some rape kits are not submitted that are outside of the Detective’s decision that I hope will be reviewed during the committee’s analysis.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Respectfully,


Assistant Chief Kathy McAlpine
Investigations Bureau
Tacoma Police Department
253-591-5889
kmcalpin@cityoftacoma.org







