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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE increasing the service fee for adoption studies and marriage reconciliation charged by the family court services division of superior court as authorized under RCW 26.12.220; and amending Ordinance 6241, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 4.72.020.
SUMMARY:
Parties using Family Court Services are charged an hourly fee for mediation services, parenting evaluations, and adoptions.  This proposed Ordinance would increase the fees by 25 percent to $100 per hour.  The OMB estimates that this will generate an additional $97,700 for 2004. 

BACKGROUND:  King County Superior Court is responsible for the adjudication of a variety of family law matters.  These matters include the dissolution of marriage, custody of minor children, child support, paternity, and adoptions.  Many of these matters are handled through the court’s Family Court.  In addition, the court has established within the family court, the Family Court Services program.  This program has resources and staff that work with parents who have difficulty or confusion with regard to their children following separation, divorce and on-going parental conflicts. Most clients have family law cases pending before the Court.  Family Court Services assists in the following ways: 
· Evaluates circumstances and issues of concern in divorce, paternity, and domestic violence cases, where minor children are involved. 
· Helps families resolve conflicts and understand court procedures and expectations. 

· Provides information and recommendations to the Court to aid judicial decision-making. 

· Refers parents to community resources to resolve parenting issues and improve their ability to meet their children's needs. 

Family Court Services is staffed by professional social workers with expertise in an array of child and family issues.
Parties using Family Court Services for dissolutions, child custody, adoptions, etc., are charged an hourly fee for mediation services, parenting evaluations, and adoptions.  These fees are authorized in RCW 26.12.220 and K.C.C. 4.72.020.  The court began assessing the fees after March 1, 1999.  The current fee is $80 per hour, with maximums set for each type of service.  In addition, the fees are assessed based on a sliding scale that evaluates the party’s ability to pay (indigent parties do not have to pay). The fees were last revised in 1999.  This proposed Ordinance would increase the fees by 25 percent to $100 per hour.  The OMB estimates that this will generate an additional $97,700 for 2004. 
Per King County Code 4.04.075, a fiscal note outlining the fiscal impact of this legislation is required and is attached.
Reasonableness:  Section 410 of the King County Charter requires a balanced budget.  Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2003-0471 would provide the necessary revenues to support the executive proposed 2004 budget.  Should the council chose not to increase some or all of these fees, the budget would need to be reduced accordingly unless other revenue sources are identified.

INVITED:

· Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, King County Superior Court
ATTACHMENTS:


1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0471
2. Fiscal Note 
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