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Metropolitan King County Council
Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Melissa Bailey

	Proposed No.:
	2021-0263
	Date:
	December 7, 2021



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2021-0263 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Tanya Matthews, who resides in Council District 2, to the King County Women's Advisory Board as the District Two representative for a term to expire on July 1, 2024. 

BACKGROUND

In 1978, the King County Council created the Women’s Advisory Board (WAB) to foster programs, legislation, and policies for the benefit of women throughout King County.[footnoteRef:1] The WAB acts in an advisory capacity, making recommendations to the King County Executive and the King County Council on matters concerning women. Additionally, the WAB works with the public to provide information regarding the status of women and policies and programs that may affect the status and well-being of women.  [1:  Ordinance 3631] 


The WAB comprises fifteen members including a representative from each council district (per Council nomination), and six members representing at-large positions (two per Executive nomination, and four per Council nomination).[footnoteRef:2] WAB composition must represent the diversity of women in King County, including diversity in age, area of residence, profession and race or ethnicity, and shall not include employees or board members of agencies receiving funding from the women’s program. According to King County code, the WAB should not have more than two members from a single council district.[footnoteRef:3] Nominees are appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council by motion. Members serve three years.  [2:  K.C.C. 2.30.060]  [3:  K.C.C. 2.28.0015.C] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Tanya Matthews, who resides in Council District 2, received her Ph.D. in Linguistics from Cornell University. Dr. Matthews serves as the Director of the Human Research Protection Program at Kaiser Permanente Washington. As indicated in her application materials, she would bring expertise in sociocultural linguistics, research design and methodology, and community engagement to the Women's Advisory Board. 

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of county code.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0263 
2. Transmittal Letter, dated June 17, 2021
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