The Honorable Larry Phillips






January 16, 2004
Chair, Metropolitan King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Council Chair Phillips:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2005 Federal Agenda of King County.  The proposed 2005 Federal Agenda and 2005 Statements of Federal Policy documents are also attached.  As in previous years, it may be necessary to further amend these at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise during the congressional session.     

With ongoing County fiscal challenges and gridlock on our region’s roadways, federal Fiscal Year 2005 will be critical for King County.  If King County is going to be able to continue delivering basic government services to our residents, we need a preservation, if not an expansion, of our fiscal partnership with the federal government.  This includes continued federal support for workforce training, salmon recovery, homeland security, and other important needs.  You will note that the attached documents reflect these concerns.

One of the highest priorities of our 2005 Federal Agenda is continuing to address the traffic congestion that is one of the most challenging issues facing our region. Congestion in the Puget Sound region threatens the economy of not only King County but of the entire state.  That is why, together, and with the leadership of Washington’s outstanding congressional delegation, we have already worked on a comprehensive set of transportation solutions to reduce road congestion.  Continued federal support is essential in carrying out these solutions.
In recent years, King County has been able to achieve the following transportation solutions: 
· Metro Transit - Traffic clogging the region’s roads is being addressed by the outstanding Metro Transit, one of the nation’s top transportation agencies. At its peak, Metro services 100 million boardings annually. Potentially crippled by Initiative 695, we reduced Metro’s entire planning staff of 140, trimmed $13 million from its business and fares were raised to make up the loss. Voters then agreed to keep buses rolling and to expand park-and-ride lots to get cars off roads.

· Sound Transit - King County has worked with Sound Transit to increase accountability to our taxpayers and move the agency toward results for the region. Together, we helped garner support from the Bush Administration and the Federal Transit Administration for $500 million in a federal Full Funding Grant Agreement for Central Link light rail.  In partnership with King County and others, Sound Transit is delivering on many of its commitments -- Express buses are moving 26,000 riders every weekday between regional destinations such as Everett to Bellevue and Seattle, Issaquah to Northgate, and Tacoma to Seattle; Sounder Commuter Rail has more than 14,000 riders per week and is now serving Seattle to Everett; the Tacoma Link is beating projected ridership; and Sound Transit is delivering 40 significant capital improvements in the region. And Sound Transit has added more than 2,500 park-and-ride stalls throughout the region and will eventually build about 16,000.
· Transit Service Expansion - With King County's public transportation services  boarding a record 100 million riders in 2000, citizens continue to demand  quality mass transit.  In response to this need, we proposed, and the voters overwhelmingly approved, Proposition 1 in the fall of 2000. Proposition 1 authorized King County to impose an additional sales and use tax of not more than two-tenths of one percent to fund the operation, maintenance, and capital needs of King County Metro public transportation. As a result, King County is currently expanding and restructuring its bus service, bringing transit to new destinations in suburban King County.

· Park and Ride Expansion - In early 2001, King County launched a park and ride expansion effort to bring major relief to commuters who have had to deal with crowded park-and-ride lots. By 2004, 6,400 new parking spaces in park and ride lots along key travel corridors in King County will be created.

· Light Synchronization - Funded in part by federal support, over 500 traffic signals in major transit corridors are being re-timed to improve the speed and reliability of King County's transit service. Nearly 200 signals are being upgraded with transit signal prioritization equipment to give buses priority on major routes.

· Record Road Construction - We have streamlined road construction processes resulting in greater accountability, flexibility and efficiency in how the County manages the road funds. Delivery of capital improvement projects over the last four years has increased by 58%. In addition, through aggressive project management, crucial capacity projects scheduled to be built in 2007-2010 will be constructed earlier.

· Matching Growth with New Roads - We overhauled the County’s “concurrency” system to make sure that road and infrastructure improvements were in place to handle the traffic caused by new housing and other development.

· Building a Regional Arterial Network - For years, major arterial planning and construction was done with little regional coordination. King County has worked with our cities to ensure that we have the most efficient local arterial system with coordinated roads planning and a single point of accountability.  Last year, the County and cities took a major step forward, securing over $20 million in state funding for improvements to State Route 99/Pacific Highway, the TransValley Corridor from Soos Creek Plateau to SeaTac Airport, Aurora Avenue North Business Access/Transit, the Duwamish Intelligent Transportation System, northern Kent Valley, and signal improvements at Overlake to provide priority for transit vehicles. 

Federal money has been critical in almost all of these endeavors.  Our Fiscal Year 2005 federal transportation funding requests will help build on our great success in getting the region moving again.  From a $15 million hybrid clean air bus request to $10 million for FAST Corridor II and $5 million to replace the South Park bridge, among other critical needs, increased federal support will allow us to move forward with this progress.

Together, we are working with our intergovernmental partners to fund multi-modal solutions for our region.  Many of these past successes have been a direct result of the leadership provided by the King County Council.  In particular, Council Chair Larry Phillips has championed environmental protection, Councilmember Dwight Pelz has led the region on transportation solutions and Councilmember Carolyn Edmonds has been critical to achieving success in public health and bioterrorism issues.  Other members of the Council have also been extremely helpful in our federal lobbying efforts. 

I look forward to continuing to work collaboratively with the Council to achieve these important goals for King County.  

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:   Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



  Chuck Williams, Council Government Relations Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Suzanne Dale Estey, Government Relations Liaison, Office of the Executive


