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SUBJECT

Proposed Motions 2023-0320, 2023-0321, 2023-0322, 2023-0323, 2023-0324, 2023-0235, and 2023-0326 would confirm the appointment of seven members to the Transit Advisory Commission (TAC).

BACKGROUND 

The Transit Advisory Commission (TAC) advises Metro, the Executive, the Council, local jurisdictions, and subarea transportation forums[footnoteRef:2] on transit issues and policy, including matters of concern to seniors and persons with disabilities, and the development of long-range planning efforts. Members also serve as a resource for transit promotion.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  There are three transportation forums: SeaShore Transportation Forum (SeaShore), which was formed in 1995; the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP), which was formed in 1991; and the South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd), which was formed in 1992. The transportation forums provide input to Metro, Sound Transit, and other transportation agencies based on issues relevant to their geographic areas of representation. Membership is comprised of representatives from Seattle, suburban cities, King County, and the tribes. (Ordinances 18642 and 18732)]  [3:  KCC 2.124.010] 


The TAC is to have up to 18 members who are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council to two-year terms. Membership is to consist of:

· Nine members who are transit riders, recruited by Metro to reflect the diversity and geographic distribution of County residents; and
· Nine members who are persons with disabilities or seniors or associated with an agency that works with disabled or senior persons, recruited by Metro to reflect the diversity of the communities they represent and types of disabilities, as well as consideration of the geographic distribution of County residents.  

The TAC is asked to adopt an annual work program that includes issues of interest to transit riders and issues related to accessibility and Access services for elderly and disabled riders[footnoteRef:4] as well as all items requested by the Council or Metro. The TAC meets as needed to complete the work plan and address other issues as they arise. [4:  There is a separate Access Paratransit Advisory Committee, which focuses specifically on issues related to Access paratransit service (KCC 2.124.010).] 


Proposed Motions 2023-0320, 2023-0321, 2023-0322, 2023-0323, 2023-0324, 2023-0235, and 2023-0326 would confirm the appointment of seven members to the TAC.

2023-0320, Darron Lewis (D1)

Proposed Motion 2023-0320 would confirm Darron Lewis to a partial term ending August 31, 2024. 

Mr. Lewis describes himself as transit dependent and notes that he would like to join the TAC to help improve Metro service for the community. He states that he has a lengthy history in community development around public transportation, and is particularly interested in addressing fares and service expansion.

2023-0321, Zaref Anderson (D2)

Proposed Motion 2023-0321 would confirm Zaref Anderson to a partial term ending August 31, 2024. 

Mr. Anderson is a University of Washington student who does not own a car and describes himself as an avid transit rider. He notes that he is studying Community, Environment & Planning, and has immersed himself in materials about public transit and urban planning and that he has a lot of experience with the geography and transit of King County. He notes that he is particularly interested in learning more about how transit can service people equitably, as well as how transit can interact with people with disabilities. 

2023-0322, John Rodriguez (D2)

Proposed Motion 2023-0322 would confirm John Rodriguez to a partial term ending August 31, 2024. 

Mr. Rodriguez is the Director of the Dominican Association of Washington State. He describes himself as a daily transit rider and notes that he represents a large BIPOC community in King County and would like to be their voice while at the same time serving the community at large to help improve transit and support its sustainable development. He notes that he is an active member of the City of Seattle Equitable Development Initiative’s Advisory Board and is interested in transit education, environmental commitment, and sustainability. 

2023-0323, Jonathan Chen (D4)

Proposed Motion 2023-0323 would confirm Jonathan Chen to a partial term ending August 31, 2024. 

Mr. Chen is employed as a Climate Justice Advisor for the Washington State Environmental Justice Council. He notes that he is interested in serving on the TAC because he believes that transportation is a human right and wants to work to help make public transit more reliable, efficient, and safe for everyone to use. He notes that after a traumatic brain injury suffered in a biking accident he has not felt safe riding a bicycle and does not own a car, so relies mostly on Metro to get around. He notes that he is particularly interested in the interjurisdictional relationships that are necessary to invest in speed and reliability improvements on the roadway.

2023-0324, Prem Subedi (D5)

Proposed Motion 2023-0324 would confirm Prem Subedi to a partial term ending August 31, 2024. 

Mr. Subedi identifies as a person with disabilities, noting that he uses Routes 150, 160, and 165, and uses Access when the weather is severe, late at night, or where the bus does not serve. He notes that he is involved in several transit groups, including Sound Transit Citizens Accessibility Advisory Committee, Access Paratransit Advisory Committee, and King County Metro’s Research Panel. He notes that he is particularly interested in addressing access to transit, including better sidewalks and crosswalks, more bus routes, and public restrooms at major transit centers.

2023-0325, Devin Branson (D8)

Proposed Motion 2023-0325 would confirm Devin Branson to a two-year term ending August 31, 2025. 

Mr. Branson is a Seattle Public Schools teacher and a resident of Vashon Island. He notes that he has been passionate about transit since his youth in Snohomish County, and that, while a student at Western Washington University helped implement universal transit passes. He states that he regularly rides Routes 118, 119, the C Line, the Vashon Water Taxi, and Washington State Ferries. He is interested in providing reliable and safe transportation access to people through the county and beyond, whether they live in urban, suburban, or rural communities. He has a particular interest in efficient and timely transit connections (transfers).

2023-0326, Tina Tufts (D9)

Proposed Motion 2023-0326 would confirm Tina Tufts to a partial term ending August 31, 2024. 

Ms. Tufts is Director of Property Management Operations for Sabey. She notes that she has been involved in the Transportation Management Plan for Sabey buildings at Swedish Cherry Hill in order to provide best solutions for the campus. She hopes to bring that experience and interests to the TAC. She is particularly interested in safety, reliability, last-mile connections, timetables, and transit outside the traditional timeframe. 
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