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June 26, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski: 
I am pleased to transmit Phase One of the Regional Health Plan Proviso – the Regional Health Plan Pilot Phase One Report, in response to Ordinance 18835, Section 95, Proviso 3.

This report explores the feasibility of expanding access to health care coverage and services for residents of King County who are uninsured, focusing on those who, due to their immigration status, are not eligible for coverage through existing public programs such as Medicaid, Medicare, or a Qualified Health Plan offered through the Washington Health Benefit Exchange. 
As requested by the King County Council, the response includes a description of the demographic characteristics of this focus population and explores a range of policy options to expand access and coverage. We rule out opportunities to sponsor or “buy-in” this population to existing group coverage programs due to regulatory and legal obstacles and explore county-based coverage options that are potentially feasible. These options include a premium assistance for comprehensive insurance; a partial benefit package that wraps around existing services; and more narrowly defined programs that would increase access to specialty care, primary care and/or dental services.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Financial analysis of these five options estimate annual costs that range from $2 million to $181 million per year, depending on eligibility requirements and the scope of coverage. A review of new and existing revenue sources to fund a Regional Health Plan concludes that funding a new program through the General Fund would require reductions in other programs currently budgeted or a voter-approved levy to raise new revenue for this purpose. Private funding, through philanthropy or health care provider contributions, is potentially feasible but difficult to predict and likely to be unsustainable.

The report does not recommend proceeding with Phase Two as described in the 2019-2020 Biennial Budget, Ordinance 18835. The action steps requested in Phase Two are not feasible within the prescribed timeline and would not be meaningful until a sustainable funding source is identified. Rather, the report recommends important action steps focused on laying the groundwork for a long-term statewide solution while also providing modest, immediate benefit to the focus population. These include identifying health access for undocumented individuals as a priority in the 2020 King County Legislative Agenda, studying the feasibility of re-opening the Washington State Health Insurance Pool, engaging with the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission and enhanced outreach to connect more undocumented individuals to services they are currently eligible for. 

This report aligns with the Health & Human Services goal of the King County Strategic Plan which aims to improve the health and well-being of all people in our community. 

This report was developed in collaboration with HealthierHere; Northwest Health Law Advocates who authored the April 2018 report entitled County-Based Health Coverage for Adult Immigrants: A Proposal for Counties in Washington State; and with other organizations that are involved with county health care issues. The cost of producing the report totals approximately $25,600.  

Thank you for your prompt consideration of the Regional Health Plan Pilot Phase One report. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Patty Hayes, Director of Public Health – Seattle & King County at 206-263-8285. 

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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