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SUBJECT

A proposed ordinance to establish the Crisis Care Centers Fund to receive revenue from the levy approved by voters in April 2023.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0365 would establish the Crisis Care Center Fund to manage all revenues and expenses for the levy within the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS). 

BACKGROUND 

In January 2023, Ordinance 19572 placed a nine-year levy on the April 2023 special election ballot to support the creation of five new regional crisis care centers distributed throughout the county, with one of the centers focused solely on serving youth; restoring mental health residential treatment bed capacity and expanding treatment availability and sustainability in King County; and supporting area behavioral health workforce needs. Ordinance 19572, Section 3, requires proceeds from this levy to be deposited into a designated fund. King County voters approved the Crisis Care Centers Levy from 2024 through 2032. 

Ordinance 19572 allows for collection of revenue beginning in 2024 at $0.145 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, with the 2024 levy amount being the base for calculating annual increases in 2025-2032[footnoteRef:1], with an exemption for eligible seniors, veterans, and disabled persons.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Chapter 84.55 RCW]  [2:  RCW 84.36.381] 


King County Code (K.C.C.) 4A.200 lists the County’s funds, which fall into two categories:  first-tier and second-tier funds.  First-tier funds are invested for the specific fund’s benefit and accrue interest within the fund. Second-tier funds allow interest earnings on investments to accrue to the General Fund. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0365 would establish a first-tier[footnoteRef:3] special revenue fund to be managed by the Director of DCHS. Revenue generated for the Crisis Care Centers Levy would be deposited in the fund and would be used to account for costs related to Crisis Care Center Levy as described in Ordinance 19572.  [3:  A "first tier" fund means a fund that is invested for its own benefit per KCC 4A.10.280, and is listed or described as a first tier fund in KCC 4A.200. ] 


The proposed legislation is simply creating the fund for revenue so there is no fiscal impact of the legislation. The fiscal note transmitted with the proposed ordinance wrongly states that the Crisis Care Center Levy proposition was on the August 25, 2023, election. The proposition was on the April 25, 2023, election. 

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Budget Director, Office of Performance Strategy & Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0365 
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note 
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