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SUBJECT:

A motion confirming the executive’s appointment of Sherril Huff as director of the records, elections and licensing services division in the King County department of executive services.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2007-0274 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Sherril Huff as the Director of the Records, Elections, and Licensing Services Division (REALS) within the Department of Executive Services.  If confirmed as Director of REALS, in addition to managing the important functions of records, licensing services and animal control, Ms. Huff would be the County’s top elections official. 
BACKGROUND:

Records, Elections and Licensing Services is a division within the Department of Executive Services.  The core services of REALS includes Archives and Records Management, Animal Services, Elections, Marriage Licensing, Taxicab Licensing, Vehicle/Vessel Licensing and the Recorder's Office.  The 2007 adopted budget for the division is $26,360,599 with 167.33 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) employees.  Approximately $14,671,793 and 48.98 FTEs are allocated to the elections section.
The elections section of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division is responsible for all aspects of managing and operating the elections process.  The elections section is responsible for registering voters, issuing ballots and counting ballots for voters who cast their ballots at local poll sites and for those who cast their ballots by mail (i.e. temporary absentee and permanent absentee voters).  

As the legislative body empowered with oversight of county management and operations, the Council has taken a number of steps in the County Code (as well as legislation separate from the code) to ensure the fairness, openness, accountability and accuracy of King County elections.  In February 2003, the Council adopted Ordinance 14570 that requires Council confirmation of the Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division as well as the Superintendent of Elections.  That is the reason for the subject legislation.
EXPERIENCE OF APPOINTEE:

Selected experience of Ms. Huff’s career is listed below. More detail can be found in the confirmation packet.
· April 19, 2007 – Director Designee, REALS

· February 2005 – Appointed as Assistant Director, REALS

· 2002-2005 – Deputy Mayor, City of Bremerton

· 1997-1999 – Executive Director, Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council
· 1993-1997 – Bremerton City Councilmember
· 1989-1992 – Assistant Director, Washington State Lottery

· 1979-1986 – Kitsap County Auditor

Letters of Support:

The confirmation packet contains letters of support for Ms. Huff as Director of REALS from:
· Nick Handy, Director of Elections, Office of Secretary of State

· Karen Flynn, Kitsap County Auditor

· Deborah Bevier, Senior Consultant, Waldron & Company

Invited:

Sherril Huff, Director Designee, REALS, DES
Attachments:

1.  Proposed Motion 2007-0274
2.  Transmittal Letter dated April 19, 2007
3.  Confirmation Packet
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