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Physical Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT
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	20
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	Marilyn Cope
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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0525 would authorize King County’s approval of an open space bond replacement property at Bothell Landing.

SUMMARY

In accordance with Ordinance 9071, properties acquired with 1989 open space bond proceeds must be replaced with property of equivalent value if they are converted for non-open space purposes.  Furthermore, approval of the replacement property must be granted by the King County Council.

The City of Bothell (“Bothell”) purchased Bothell Landing using 1989 open space bond proceeds.  Due to the State Route 522 realignment project, Bothell has proposed replacement of 1.15 acres or 50,166 square feet of property at Bothell Landing with 63,970 square feet of property at Bothell Landing.

BACKGROUND

A result of the November 1989 general election, voters approved a $118M open space bond to provide funds to King County and cities for the acquisition, development and renovation of open space (Ordinance 9071).  In accordance with Section 8 of Ordinance 9071, any jurisdiction using these bond proceeds must provide equivalent replacement property in the event that the property is converted for non-open space purposes. Furthermore, approval of the replacement property must be granted by the King County Council.

In 1990, the City of Bothell purchased 5.87 acre at Bothell Landing for approximately $751,000 with the 1989 open space bond proceeds.  Bothell Landing is an active park with a playground, restrooms, picnic area, green space and parking lots.

The City of Bothell, with approval of the Washington State Department of Transportation, has recently undertaken a $60M realignment project on State Route 522.  As part of this realignment project, Bothell has identified approximately 1.15 acres of Bothell Landing for conversion from open space into 522 roadway.  The area identified for conversion includes 45 parking stalls that have historically served the park.  The proposed replacement property is adjacent to Bothell Landing and would include a net increase of 13, 804 square feet of land and 4 additional parking stalls (for a total of 49 parking stalls).

ANALYSIS

As previously noted, Ordinance 9071 requires that properties acquired using 1989 open space bond proceeds can only be converted to non-open space purposes if the King County Council approves an equivalent replacement property, or equivalent funds are set aside for a future replacement acquisition.

The City of Bothell has conducted appraisals of the portions of the Bothell Landing property that would be used for the State Route 522 realignment project as well as appraisals of adjacent properties.  In doing so, Bothell had identified replacement properties that appear to be of equivalent, if not somewhat greater in value.  The replacement properties will replace the 45 existing parking spaces with 49 parking spaces and add a net increase of 13,804 additional square feet of property to Bothell Landing.  A portion of that net increase will be green space.  (See Exhibit A to Proposed Ordinance.)

In the analysis of Proposed Ordinance 2009-0525, it is important to note that King County’s definition of open space has evolved over time.  In accordance with the terms of Ordinance 9071 and King County’s interlocal agreement with the City of Bothell for the Bothell Landing acquisition, open space land acquisition allowed for active recreation parks, restrooms and parking lots.  More recent open space acquisition programs, such as King County’s Conservation Futures Tax projects, are subject to a more narrow definition of open space that would preclude active recreation and focuses more on passive-use habitat sensitive lands purchased for their ecological, rather than recreational value.

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0525 has received a legal review from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office and is recommended for approval by the Water and Land Resources Division.

PUBLIC HEARING

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0525 will require an advertised public hearing.  Once the ordinance has passed out of committee, the Clerk’s Office will set a public hearing date and make the necessary arrangements for advertisement.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2009-0525 with attachments
2. Executive transmittal letter dated August 27, 2009
3. Fiscal note
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