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As part of the 2019-2020 budget, the Executive has transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2018-0474,[footnoteRef:1] which would adopt the County’s permit fees for 2019 and 2020. The Executive is proposing a 6.19 percent increase in permit fees. The increase is proposed to fund “Pro Forma” costs, shown in Table 1.     [1:  The Budget and Fiscal Management Committee is scheduled to hear this Proposed Ordinance along with the other revenue measures at the October 30, 2019 meeting. This Proposed Ordinance can be viewed here: https://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3685888&GUID=F6A925F3-9EC8-4055-ABF6-63354FDCA6C5&Options=ID|Text|&Search=2018-0474 ] 


Table 1. 2019-2020 Proposed Permit Fee Increase for King County

	Purpose
	Impact on Fee Increase
	Estimated Revenues

	DLS Administrative cost allocation
	3.05%
	$850,000 

	Inflation
	 
	 

	Labor
	2.91%
	$810,000 

	Central Rates
	0.82%
	$229,000 

	Supplies & Other
	0.72%
	$201,000 

	Operating cost reductions
	-1.34%
	-$373,000

	Fund Balance Addition
	0.03%
	$8,000 

	Total Fee Increase and Estimated Additional Revenue
	6.19%
	$1,725,000



The net impact of this fee increase will be offset by elimination of a 1.7 percent temporary permit fee surcharge that is set to expire at the end of 2018, resulting in a net increase to permittees of 4.5 percent.  

As part of the Local Services Excellence Panel, Councilmembers have requested information regarding the County’s permit fees compared to other Counties, as well as other King County cities. The cities displayed below were chosen to provide a cross section of varying jurisdictions fees. The tables on the following pages are intended to be illustrative.  They do not account for fees that are added on during the review process, or surcharges that are applied on top of the fees.  Various jurisdictions have different permit review models, cost recovery models and targets, levels and types of developments, use of on-call consultants and contract services, and costs for permitting staff. All of these factors make comparison across these jurisdictions challenging and result in varying rationales for permit fee charges that this report does not account for.


Table 2 attempts to give a comparison of the scale of the jurisdictions included in this report.  It includes the combined population and employment data in 2017, and the new number of new dwelling units issued (single and multi-family) in 2016.

Table 2. Comparison of Population and Employment Data 
and New Dwelling Units Permitted

	Jurisdiction
	Total Population
+ Employment (2017)
	New Dwelling
Units Permitted (2016)

	Uninc. Snohomish
	       866,517 
	        2,183 

	Uninc. Pierce
	       477,878 
	        2,153 

	Uninc. King
	       286,797 
	            482 

	Uninc. Kitsap
	       210,204 
	            295 

	Seattle
	   1,312,180 
	        9,985 

	Bellevue
	       280,712 
	        1,423 

	Kent
	       203,345 
	            382 

	Redmond
	       158,109 
	            177 

	Auburn
	       116,353 
	            750 

	Sammamish
	         70,305 
	            275 

	Bothell
	         43,980 
	            496 

	Newcastle
	         14,742 
	            190 

	Black Diamond
	           4,841 
	                 6 






Table 3 compares the 2018 permitting[footnoteRef:2] costs of two types of building permits.  The first is the minimum fee that a permittee would pay for a building permit.  The second is the permit fee for a project valued at $500,001 (and where specified, for a residential structure), which is a typical valuation for a new single-family residence or small building.  This comparison does not include any plan review fees, which vary by jurisdiction but are generally at least 65% of the permit/inspection fee. [2:  City of Kent fees are from 2017.] 


Table 3. Comparison of 2018 Building Permit Fee Costs

	Jurisdiction
	Minimum Building 
Permit Fee
	Permit Fee 
$500K valuation

	Uninc. Snohomish
	$24 
	$3,234 

	Uninc. Pierce
	$69 
	$3,165 

	Uninc. King
	$45 
	$2,895 

	Uninc. Kitsap
	n/a[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Kitsap uses a different model than any other jurisdiction in this survey.  Kitsap’s fee structure does not have a floor for building permit fees.] 

	$8,700 

	Seattle
	$210 
	$3,510 

	Bellevue
	$35 
	$4,887 

	Kent
	$37 
	$5,142 

	Redmond
	$30 
	$4,083 

	Auburn
	$32 
	$5,000 

	Sammamish
	$28 
	$3,920 

	Bothell
	$29 
	$3,879 

	Newcastle
	$40 
	$5,830 

	Black Diamond
	$35 
	$6,731 





Table 4 compares the fees for two types of land use permits: conditional uses and temporary uses.

Table 4. Comparison of 2018 Conditional Use and Temporary Use Fees

	Jurisdiction
	Conditional Use
	Temporary Use

	Uninc. Snohomish
	$3,300 
	n/a

	Uninc. Pierce
	$3,180 
	$1,250 

	Uninc. King
	$6,301 
	$4,922 

	Uninc. Kitsap
	$3,510 
	actual cost

	Seattle[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Seattle’s land use fees are deposits. Permittees pay the actual costs.] 

	$3,250 
	$1,625 

	Bellevue[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Bellevue’s land use fees are deposits. Permittees pay the actual costs.] 

	$4,329 
	$325 

	Kent
	$4,662 
	$114 

	Redmond
	$24,910 
	$2,815 

	Auburn
	$2,122 
	$153 

	Sammamish
	$1,920 
	$1,280 

	Bothell[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Bothell’s land use fees are deposits. Permittees pay the actual costs.] 

	$6,232 
	n/a

	Newcastle[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Newcastle’s land use fees are deposits. Permittees pay the actual costs.] 

	$2,755 
	$375 

	Black Diamond
	$2,918 
	$538 





Table 5 compares fees charged for pre-application meetings, as well as the hourly rate for reviewers across the jurisdictions.

Table 5. Comparison of 2018 Pre-Application Fees and Hourly Rates

	Jurisdiction
	Pre-Application
	Hourly Rate

	Uninc. Snohomish
	$480 
	not listed

	Uninc. Pierce
	$100[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Per staff.] 

	$145 

	Uninc. King
	$733[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Per staff.] 

	not listed

	Uninc. Kitsap
	$2,340 
	$130 

	Seattle
	$650 
	$216[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Land use per hour rate is $325.] 


	Bellevue
	$346[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  This is only for land use review. Each other discipline is extra. And this is a deposit only.] 

	$153[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  This is the average.  Review fees vary from $105 to $183 based on type of reviewer.] 


	Kent
	$465 
	$131[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  This is the average.  Review fees vary from $114 to $148 based on type of reviewer.] 


	Redmond
	varies[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Redmond uses a Pre-Entitlement Review process (PREP).  The PREP fees vary from $209 to $1685 depending on type of development.] 

	$117 

	Auburn
	$275 
	not listed

	Sammamish
	$128[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  This is a per hour fee, and more complex permits have higher per hour fees.] 

	$128 

	Bothell
	$735[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  For pre-applications initiated by single-family residence owner, otherwise it is $1,622] 

	$821[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  This is the average.  Review fees vary from $160 to $176 based on type of reviewer.] 


	Newcastle
	$375 
	$150 

	Black Diamond
	$267 
	$66[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  This is the average.  Review fees vary from $47 to $81 based on type of reviewer. Additionally, engineering and building services are provided by contractors, and permittees pay that cost.] 




