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October 19, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Gossett:
I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council legislation authorizing the execution of a Detention Services Agreement between King County and the State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration (JRA).  This Agreement provides compensation to King County for housing JRA inmates in both the Youth Services Center and in King County’s adult jail facilities.  At JRA’s request, it separates detention services from the program services provided by Superior Court.  Prior to this agreement, Superior Court’s program agreement with JRA incorporated detention time.

This agreement appropriately aligns contract responsibilities between Superior Court and the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD), and, for the first time, permits DAJD to directly negotiate rates and variable fees.  Superior Court will continue to contract with JRA for program services.
If executed, the agreement will result in small revenue increases for DAJD by enabling charges for both new JRA commitments, for which JRA had not previously been charged, as well as bookings for JRA administrative holds.  The agreement includes the following key features, which will improve accountability for detention services and appropriately compensate the County for variable rate services including medical and psychiatric care in the detention setting: 
· Continue to house JRA’s administrative and violator population, along with juveniles newly sentenced and committed to JRA, but not yet transferred to a JRA facility
· Outline the services to be provided to JRA inmates when booked and housed in King County’s detention facilities, along with conditions for removing or rejecting inmates under special circumstances
· Require surcharges for housing JRA inmates in the adult jail infirmary, psychiatric unit, other psychiatric housing, and in the Youth Services Center health clinic
· Require actual cost reimbursement for extraordinary medical services

· Require actual cost compensation for one-on-one guarding services at medical facilities

· Provide consistent and, in some cases, electronic notifications when JRA inmates are held in DAJD’s facilities, to encourage prompt and efficient tracking and movement of inmates

· Provide predictable adjustments for inflation tied to the CPI-W for this region

· Provide improved accountability in billing and payment practices by providing for payment time frames and fees, and penalties for late collections.
King County has had a long standing and positive relationship with JRA.  This Agreement continues that partnership and strengthens the understanding of mutual commitments and responsibilities.  The effective implementation date is January 1, 2012, and I respectfully request your expedited consideration of this agreement so that it may be approved for implementation by the effective date.  I appreciate your support in approving execution of this Detention Services Agreement.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Cindy Domingo, Acting Chief of Staff
  Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst,

BFM Committee.




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, King County Executive Office (KCEO)

Rhonda Berry, Assistant Deputy County Executive, KCEO

Sung Yang, Chief of Staff, KCEO

Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor of Policy and Strategic Initiatives, KCEO

Frank Abe, Director of Communications, KCEO

Gail Stone, Law and Justice Policy Advisor, KCEO 
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget (PSB)

Krista Camenzind, Budget Manager, PSB

Claudia M. Balducci, Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD)


Hikari Tamura, Deputy Director, DAJD

The Honorable Richard McDermott, Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court

Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, King County Court Administration

