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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 5
       DATE: March 20, 2003

BRIEFING: 2003-0105
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  A MOTION authorizing submission of a plan for the use of state Sentencing Reform Act funds for treatment for Drug Court participants.
SUMMARY:  The 2002 Sentencing Reform Act reduced the sentences for certain drug offenses and requires that a portion of the savings be made available for community treatment both for offenders whose sentences were shortened and for judicially supervised offenders such as those in the King County Drug Diversion Court.  To obtain any of these funds for local use, the act requires that a local sentencing reform panel of specified representatives develop an expenditure plan and submit that plan to the state by April 1, 2003 with the approval of county legislative body.  The Executive has, therefore, transmitted the panel’s plan to the Council for approval to submit to the state.
The panel met several times beginning last December.  The panel is chaired by Superior Court  Judge Laura Inveen, who is currently presiding over both the Juvenile and Adult Drug Courts and includes representatives from the Prosecuting Attorney’s and Sheriff’s Offices, the County Drug and Alcohol Coordinator, a substance abuse treatment provider and a member of the criminal defense bar.
Transfer of savings from the state Department of Corrections into the Criminal Justice Treatment Account is currently projected to provide $9 million for the next state biennium of which 70% will be allocated to counties and 24.67% of the county allocation will come to King County.  The plan, therefore, is based upon projected revenue for King County of $767,340 a year or $383,670 for the second half of 2003.  The current budget for Drug Court is about $1.3 million per year.
Based on its review of gaps in service for current drug court participants, the panel is planning to use the new state funds to add inpatient and case management services.  The rationale is to improve success rates (increase retention/reduce incarceration) for participants whose needs are more intensive.   The population served by Drug Court has shifted in the past year.  First time, simple possession cases are now being filed as misdemeanors in District Court, and Drug Court eligibility has been expanded to include ‘facilitator” cases.  The new population has a longer history of substance abuse as well as more problems with stable housing, education and employment.  Currently, the court is only able to provide outpatient treatment for its participants. (Cedar Hills used to provide some access to inpatient care.)  Inpatient treatment will provide initial stabilization for this population, followed by outpatient treatment and additional help with housing, employment and other medical needs through case management.
TECHNICAL CORRECTION:  The narrative pages of the plan (the first four of five pages) were not transmitted with the proposed motion.  To correct this error it is necessary to amend the motion to remove the incomplete plan and insert the full plan.
ATTENDING:

Mary Taylor, Drug Court Manager, Department of Judicial Administration
Beth Goldberg, Policy Analyst, Budget Office

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Executive Transmittal Letter
2. Proposed Motion 2003-0105
3. Technical Correction Amendment to the Motion
4. Proposed Expenditure Plan for Criminal Justice Treatment Account Funds
5. History and Overview of the 2002 Sentencing Reform Act
6. Letter of support from the King County Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Administrative Board
