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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:   Proposed Ordinance 2002-0335 relating to lobbyist disclosure complaints and investigations.
BACKGROUND:

The Council adopted Ordinance 13320 on November 9, 1998.  This ordinance requires the registration of lobbyists and the reporting of lobbying activity.  The policies and provisions of this ordinance will be implemented through administrative rules.  The initial administrative rules shall be effective upon approval by the Council – the Council is currently considering Proposed Motion 1999-0636 which will approve these rules.  
Ordinance 13320, Section 14 deals with complaints and investigations.  Key elements of this section include:

· Complaints alleging a violation of any provisions shall be filed with the county auditor.

· Within twenty days of receiving the complaint, the auditor shall serve a copy of the complaint to the person alleged to have violated the provisions.

· Within forty days of receiving the complaint the auditor shall determine whether a full investigation is warranted.

· If the auditor determines that a full investigation of the complaint is warranted, then the investigation shall move forward to ascertain the facts of the case and the investigation shall be conducted in an objective and impartial manner.  The auditor is authorized to use subpoena power to compel sworn testimony and require the production of documents.

· A finding shall be made that there either is or is not reasonable cause for believing that the violations occurred.

· If a finding is made that reasonable cause exists that a violation(s) occurred, then the auditor shall prepare an order to that effect and serve the order to the complainant and respondent.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0335
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0335 amends Ordinance 13320, Section 14 Complaints and Investigations in five principal ways:

1. Clarifies that allegations of untimely filing of statements and reports are properly addressed by the department.

2. Allows the individual(s) filing the complaint to state a preference for his or her name to be withheld from disclosure under RCW 42.17.310(1)(e) if the complaint is the subject of a public records disclosure request.
3. Gives the auditor the discretion to dismiss the complaint if the auditor determines that the complaint alleges a di minimis (frivolous) violation.  The auditor already has the authority to dismiss a complaint if the written complaint does not contain supporting facts.

4. Enables the auditor to contract out for investigative services and other assistance as may be needed to conduct an investigation.  Such a contract is subject to the council’s appropriation of adequate funds to pay for the costs of the contracts.
5. Makes technical corrections referencing the ordinance number and other minor formatting changes.
INVITED:  

· Cheryle Broom, King County Auditor

· Dave Regnier, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0335
2. Adopted Ordinance 13320.  (“Lobbyist Disclosure Ordinance”)
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