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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:
An ORDINANCE allowing County agencies to pay for volunteer parking when authorized by the presiding elected official of that agency or his or her designee.
SUMMARY:
Under current law, volunteers for the county can have their parking paid by the agency for which they are volunteering only when authorized by ordinance.  Under Proposed Ordinance 2011-0095, volunteers could also have parking paid when authorized by the presiding elected official of the agency or his or her designee.  The presiding elected official for the Council is the Chair of the Council.  The presiding elected official for the Executive branch is the Executive, but his designee would be required to be the top-level staff in a division or higher.  Presiding elected officials would also include the separately elected officials.

BACKGROUND:
Last fall the Council adopted the annual parking ordinance setting monthly and hourly parking rates for King County's downtown Seattle parking garages.  At that time, the Council clarified the conditions under which volunteer parking in the county garage can be paid by county agencies.  Specifically, the ordinance stated that paying for the parking of volunteers in King County parking facilities was allowed only when authorized by ordinance.  

Payment of parking is currently authorized in code for various boards and committees, including the Board of Appeals and Equalization, the Citizens' Elections Oversight Committee, the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Oversight Committee, the Personnel Board, and members of regional committees who are not full-time elected officials.
However, as there are roughly 50 boards and commissions, rather than require a code revision each time an agency wishes to pay for volunteer parking, Proposed Ordinance 2011-0095 would alternatively also allow parking to be authorized by presiding elected officials or their designees.  
ANALYSIS:
Parking in the county garage at the county employee parking rate is a maximum of $15 per day.  A volunteer attending one meeting per month would incur parking costs of $180.

When agencies pay for the parking of volunteers who are volunteering for the county, the amount represents a financial loss to the county as the agency pays for that expense out of its operating budget.  However, the agencies are also receiving the benefit of the volunteer's services to the county.  While paid parking is unlikely to be a determining factor in any volunteer's decision to serve on a board or commission, paid parking does foster increased accessibility and may make it easier for individuals to volunteer.
The revenues brought in by the county garage would not be negatively impacted, because the agency pays for the parking.  The garage uses the revenue to pay for things such as the Standard Parking management of the garage, the long term lease costs on the building and parking taxes.  In addition, garage revenues go toward the Children and Family Fund as well as the General Fund.  
The proposed ordinance is not expected to affect space availability in the county garage for current users; the process is made easier, but the proposed ordinance does not create any reason to pay for more volunteer parking than before.

The proposed ordinance would also save Council time and deliberation in authorizing parking for committees, as presiding elected officials could give the authorization without requiring passage of an ordinance.
REASONABLENESS:   Proposed Ordinance 2011-0095 would allow presiding elected officials or their designees to authorize payment of county volunteer parking expenses.  Requiring the official's authorization would maintain a level of accountability.  The fiscal impact to agencies would likely be minimal.  There would be no negative fiscal impact to the county garage.  Therefore, adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2011-0095 appears to be a reasonable and prudent financial and policy decision.
INVITED: 

Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
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