2010-0325
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0325
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing will be held before the Metropolitan King County Council, Room 1001, King County Courthouse, Seattle, Washington, on the 21st day of June, 2010, at 1:30 p.m., to consider adoption of the following proposed ordinance:

SUMMARY


Proposed Ordinance 2010-0325 would, if approved, make several changes to animal licensing, business permits, civil fines and service fees assessed by King County. The ordinance amends the fee structure, eliminates or reduces certain fees and permits and increases other fees. The ordinance also prescribes new or increased penalties for general infractions, vicious animals, animal cruelty, and unlicensed pets.

The proposed ordinance increases the minimum general infraction penalty from $25.00 to $50.00 for the first annual violation and increases the rate of additional penalties by doubling the rate of the previous penalty for multiple infractions up to a maximum of $1,000.00.  The proposed ordinance establishes a minimum vicious animal or animal cruelty penalty of $500.00 for the first annual violation and subsequent violations are assessed at a rate of $1,000.00.  The proposed ordinance increases unlicensed pet penalties from $75.00 to $125.00 for altered cats and dogs, and $250.00 for unaltered cats and dogs.  Dog leash law violations penalties would remain the same at $25.00 for the first annual violation with subsequent violations assessed at a rate of $50.00.

The proposed ordinance would make other changes to King County Code Title 11, including, but not limited to, establishing a tier one animal bequest fund, allowing for electronic payments, allowing for concessionary agreements, advertising, sponsorships and the solicitation of donations, removing sections of code that are now governed by the Seattle-King County Board of Health Code, changing the reporting requirements by private organizations that sell or give away animals, adding catteries to the list of animal facilities that would be subject to code provisions, and making other technical and substantive changes.
PENALTIES

Section 14 of Proposed Ordinance 2010-0325 provides:

SECTION 14.  Ordinance 7416, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 11.04.035 are hereby amended to read as follows: 
	A.
	The following animal license and registration fees ((are applicable as provided in this chapter)) apply:
	

	  1.
	Pet license - dog or cat
	

	    a.
	Unaltered (((dog or cat)))
	$((90.00)) 60.00

	   b.
	Altered
	$30.00

	  2.
	Juvenile pet license - dog or cat
	$((5.00))

15.00

	  3.
	((Senior citizen - lifetime license)) Discounted pet license - dog or cat
	$15.00

	((a.
	Senior citizen - lifetime license - dog
	$20.00

	b.
	Senior citizen - lifetime license - cat
	$12.00))

	  4.
	Replacement tag
	$5.00

	  5.
	Transfer fee
	$3.00

	((6.
	Animal shelter
	$250.00

	7.
	Kennel and cattery
	

	a.
	Hobby
	$50.00

	b.
	Commercial
	$250.00

	8.
	Pet shop
	$250.00

	 9.
	Grooming service 
	

	    a.
	Operating alone
	$150.00

	   b.
	When operated in conjunction with pet shop or kennel or veterinarian
	$150.00

	10
	Guard dog registration
	$100.00

	 11.
	Exotic pet
	

	    a.
	New
	$500.00

	   b.
	Renewal
	$250.00

	 12.
	Service animal
	no charge

	 13.
	K-9 police dog
	no charge))

	  6.
	Guard dog registration
	$100.00

	  7.
	Exotic pet
	

	    a.
	New
	$500.00

	   b.
	Renewal
	$250.00

	  8.
	Service animal
	no charge

	  9.
	K-9 police dog
	no charge

	 10.
	The following late fees shall apply to license renewal applications:
	

	   a.
	received 45 to 90 days following license expiration
	$15.00

	   b.
	received 90 to 135 days following license expiration
	$20.00

	   c.
	received more than 135 days following license expiration
	$30.00

	   d.
	received more than 365 days following license expiration
	$30.00 plus license fee(s) for any year(s) that the pet was unlicensed

	B.
	The following business and activity permit fees apply:
	

	1.
	Hobby kennel and hobby cattery license
	$50.00

	((14.)) 2.
	((Individual private)) Private animal placement permit 
	$((25.00)) 15.00

	((15.
	Organizational private animal placement permit
	$10.00

	B. 
	The following late fees are applicable to license renewal applications as provided in this chapter:
	

	  1.
	Received after forty-five days of license expiration but before ninety days or failure to comply with K.C.C. 11.04.030.C
	$15.00

	  2.
	Received after ninety days of license expiration, but before one hundred thirty-five days
	$20.00

	  3.
	After one hundred thirty-five days of license expiration the pet shall be considered unlicensed.))
	

	3.
	Private animal placement permit for individuals or organizations that foster animals from the King County animal shelter
	no charge

	C.
	The following civil penalties shall be assessed:
	

	  1
	Civil penalties: General ((Dog leash law violations
	$25.00

	    a.
	First notice
	

	    b.
	Successive violations within one year
	$50.00))

	    a.
	No previous similar code violation within one year
	$50.00

	    b.
	One previous similar code violation within one year
	$100.00

	    c.
	Two or more similar code violations within one year
	Double the rate of the previous penalty, up to a maximum of $1000.00

	  2.
	Civil penalties: Vicious animal or animal cruelty violations
	

	    a.
	First violation within one year
	$500.00

	    b.
	Subsequent violations within one year
	$1000.00

	  3.
	Civil penalties: Dog leash law violations
	

	    a.
	First violation within one year
	$25.00

	    b.
	Additional violations within one year
	$50.00

	((2.
	Civil penalties
	Maximum $1,000.00

	3.)) 4.
	Civil penalties: Animal abandonment
	$500.00

	((4.)) 5.
	Civil penalties: Unlicensed cat or dog
	(($75.00))

	    a.
	Altered cat or dog
	$125.00

	    b.
	Unaltered cat or dog
	$250.00

	D.
	The following service fees apply((as provided in this chapter)):
	

	  1.
	Adoptions - per animal, including licensing and spaying or neutering of the animal 
	(($75.00))

$75.00 - $250.00 based upon adoptability   

	
	((This is a one-price fee that includes the fee for adopting an animal, the license fee and the spaying or neutering of the animal)) 
	

	  2.
	Spay or neuter deposit - per animal as required in K.C.C. 11.04.210.B.1.a.
	$((50.00))

150.00

	  3.
	Impound or redemption – dogs, cats or other small animals
	

	    a.
	((Dog, cats other small animals first offense)) First impound within one year
	$45.00

	    b.
	Second ((offense,)) impound within one year
	$85.00

	    c.
	Third ((offense)) impound within one year
	$((90.00))

125.00

	((b.)) 4.
	Impound or redemption – Livestock
	$100.00 or actual cost of sheltering, whichever is greater 

	((4.)) 5.
	Kenneling at King County animal shelter - per 24 hours or portion thereof
	$((12.00))

20.00

	((5.)) 6.
	In-field pick up of an owner's deceased unlicensed pet or pick up of an unlicensed pet released voluntarily to ((animal care and control)) the regional animal services section
	$((20.00))

75.00

	((6.)) 7.
	Owner-requested euthanasia (unlicensed pets)
	$((20.00))

50.00

	((7.)) 8.
	Optional microchipping for adopted pets
	$25.00



The ordinance is proposed to take effect ten days after the ordinance is signed by the Executive.

A copy of Proposed Ordinance 2010-0325 will be mailed upon request to the Clerk of the Council, Room W1039, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104.  

This legislation is also available on the Internet, at www.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/ordinances_advertised.aspx.


This notice is given in accordance with the provisions of RCW 36.32.120(7) and provides penalties for the violation of the provisions thereof.

DATED at Seattle, Washington this 9th day of June, 2010.

METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Anne Noris

Clerk of the Council

