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September 27, 2009 
The Honorable Dow Constantine
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed for your review and approval is a motion to meet the federal requirements for receipt of funding under the re-authorization of Public Law (PL)106-393, the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, as amended in PL 110-343.   First, the motion states the county’s allocation of funds for federal fiscal year (FFY) 2010 between Titles I, II, and III of the Act.  As required by the federal law, this distribution of revenue will be communicated to the Washington State Association of Counties for transmittal to the Secretary of Agriculture by September 30, 2010.  Second, the motion serves as public notice and documentation of a project, included in the 2010 Executive proposed budget, to be funded under Title III of the Act. 
The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 provides funding to eligible counties in Washington for Titles I, II, and III for schools and roads, federal projects, and forestry-related county projects.  Each county receiving funds is required annually to elect the percentage distribution among Title I, Title II and Title III, within strict limits of the Act.  In Motion 12885, King County elected to receive full payment under the Act, and elected to allocate the 2008 revenue as follows:  85 percent to schools and roads under Title I, eight percent to resource-related projects on federal land under Title II, and seven percent to county projects under Title III.  Subsequently, Proposed Motion 2009-0407 elected the same allocation between titles for FFY 2009 revenue, and adopted Title III projects that are underway in 2009.  The motion transmitted with this letter elects the same allocation for FFY 2010 revenue.
The second purpose of the attached motion is to approve the Title III project to be funded by the FFY 2009 and 2010 revenue, and to provide a 45-day public comment period.  The motion cannot be passed until 45 days after notice is published in the local record.  King County received $131,000 in 2009 and will receive $118,000 in 2010.  The Executive’s 2010 proposed budget provides $249,000 in Title III appropriation authority to fund the Firewise Forests Initiative, in the Water and Land Resources Division Forestry Program.  The Firewise Forests Initiative will assist rural communities to develop Community Wildfire Protection Plans and promote the use of practices that reduce the risk of wildfire.
Thank you for your consideration of this motion.  If you have any questions, please contact Beth Goldberg, Deputy Director, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-263-9727.  
Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett
King County Executive
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