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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0563 would approve the City of Renton 2010 Long Range Wastewater Management Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of wastewater utility comprehensive plans is required by County code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0563 furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Priority by providing support for water quality through effective management of wastewater.
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all wastewater system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan
· reflects current supply and demand
· forecasts future supply and demand
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF RENTON 2010 LONG RANGE WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan on June 16, 2010 and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area  Renton’s sanitary sewer service area is approximately 21.68 square miles of which about 3.91 square miles is outside of Renton city limits.  The service area is divided into six basins, including the May Valley Basin to the north, the East Lake Washington and West Cedar River basins in the middle, the Downtown Basin and Black River Basin to the west, and the East Cedar River Basin to the east.  Approximately 15 acres of the Renton sewer service area are within the City of Kent, and approximately 117 acres are within the City of Tukwila.  The service area is bordered by six utility district or city sewer service providers, including the Coal Creek Utility District to the north, the Cedar River Water and Sewer District, the Soos Creek Water and Sewer District, and the City of Kent to the south, the City of Tukwila to the west, and the Skyway Water and Sewer District to the northwest.  
Facilities  The City of Renton’s sewer system consists of approximately 191 miles of gravity sewer, 23 sewage lift stations and force mains, approximately 5107 manholes and over 16,024 customer connections

Growth  The City’s wastewater utility service area encompasses a variety of residential, commercial and industrial land uses over 13,484 acres.  Adjacent utility systems surrounding the City’s existing service limit the expansion potential of the system. The greatest potential for expansion is within the May Valley, Skyway and East Renton areas that either do not have existing sewer facilities, or have inadequate facilities.  The residential population within the service area is expected to grow from 44,504 in 2001 to 102,901 at “ultimate saturation” after 2030.  The commercial population is expected to grow from 49,128 in 2001 to 103,357 at “ultimate saturation”.  A hydraulic analysis was performed by computer simulation to determine the system’s ability to convey wastewater at saturation flow rates.  Hydraulic deficiencies identified are inadequate slopes, insufficient capacity to handle wastewater flow rates, pipes that are small in diameter and sections that have reverse slopes.  Structural deficiencies identified are pipe sag, and root and grease problems. 
System Improvements  The Plan notes that a substantial part of the system requires replacement or rehabilitation, including eighteen systemwide projects, three projects in the West Cedar River Basin, six projects in the East Cedar River Basin, eleven projects in the Lake Washington East Basin, six projects in the Black River Basin, five projects in the Downtown Basin, and two projects in the May Valley Basin.  Projects range from lift station replacement/rehabilitation, to interceptor replacement, to flow diversion.  Thirty projects were rated as near-term priorities, ten were rated as mid-term priorities, and eleven were rated as long-term priorities.  Additional recommendations include continuing the gravity sewer system development, rehabilitate lift stations that are considered permanent facilities, update of the City’s hydraulic model, implement a flow monitoring program, establish a grease and industrial waste discharge program, and evaluate capacity restraints.  The Plan identifies costs for capital improvement projects, and discusses potential revenue sources to support costs.  The Plan notes that over the next six years, the City anticipates spending approximately $22,370,000 on capital projects, and $118,496,549 on operations and maintenance, leading to a single family residential rate increase from $15.55 per month to $18.55 per month by 2013. 
SEPA  On April 24, 2009, the City issued a Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The Plan has been reviewed by the state Department of Ecology.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0563, with the attached City of Renton 2010 Long Range Wastewater Management Plan
Page 1 of 3
3 of 3

