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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  3
DATE: May 14, 2002
PROPOSED NO: 2002-0203
PREPARED BY: David Randall
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE adopting the revision of voting precincts of King County for the year 2002.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0203 would approve alterations to voting precincts in King County.  Alterations were made due to decennial redistricting as well as annual voting precinct balancing.  
Proposed alterations are consistent with state law (RCW 29.04.040-050) and the King County Code (K.C.C. 1.12.010).  Per RCW 29.04.040, council must approve precinct boundary changes by June 22, 2002 for new voting precinct boundaries to be in effect for the November 5, 2002 general election.  
Most of the alterations this year are the result of decennial redistricting.  King County council, state legislative and state congressional districts were adjusted, through redistricting committees, to account for demographic changes documented in the 2000 population census.  Election voting precincts were subsequently divided, altered or combined to make the voting boundaries consistent with the new districts.  In addition, technical adjustments were made to align voting precincts boundaries with changes in city boundaries, annexations and to assist in ease of administration.   Per K.C.C. 1.12.010.D, voting precincts are to be balanced annually so that each election precinct would consist of between 200 and 400 registered voters per individual precinct.  
As the Table One illustrates, the majority of precinct changes were boundary alterations (497 precincts).  Also, 58 precincts were added and 129 precincts were abolished.  For comparative purposes, percent changes, by council district, are presented.  For example, Council District One has 205 precincts.  Thirty-One voting precincts were altered (6 percent of all county voting precincts that were altered); 2 voting precincts were added (3 percent of all county additions), and 10 voting precincts were abolished (8 percent of all county deletions).  
Council districts are redistricted based on resident population; however, voting precincts are redistricted based on registered voters.  Council districts with relatively few registered voters have fewer voting precincts.  For example, as a result of the redistricting plan, Council District Five had 30 voting precincts eliminated.  Of these 30 eliminated precincts, 22 precincts (73 percent) were undersized or mail ballot precincts created in previous redistricting efforts that were combined with neighboring precincts and will now be converted to poll ballot precincts. 






TABLE 1
	Council District
	Total Precincts
	Number Altered Precincts
	Percent Altered Precincts
	Number Added Precincts
	Percent Added Precincts
	Number Abolished Precincts
	Percent Abolished Precincts

	District 1
	  205 
	31
	6%
	2
	3%
	10
	8%

	District 2
	  256 
	23
	5%
	1
	2%
	6
	5%

	District 3
	 181
	51
	10%
	6
	10%
	8
	6%

	District 4
	 272
	20
	4%
	0
	0%
	10
	8%

	District 5
	 176
	63
	13%
	4
	7%
	30
	23%

	District 6
	 225
	46
	9%
	5
	9%
	10
	8%

	District 7
	 164
	14
	3%
	1
	2%
	8
	6%

	District 8
	 219
	24
	5%
	0
	0%
	12
	9%

	District 9
	 157
	54
	11%
	15
	26%
	7
	5%

	District 10
	 216
	31
	6%
	1
	2%
	5
	4%

	District 11
	 199
	35
	7%
	4
	7%
	8
	6%

	District 12
	 184
	55
	11%
	12
	21%
	3
	2%

	District 13
	 182
	50
	10%
	7
	12%
	12
	9%

	Total
	 2636
	497
	 100%
	58
	 100%
	129
	 100%


Table Two illustrates the net change of voting precincts from the old districting plan and the new districting plan.  Most council districts had few net changes.  However, council districts that lost registered voters through redistricting also lost corresponding voting precincts.  


TABLE 2
	Council District
	Net Precincts Changes from 2001 to 2002

	District 1
	-1

	District 2
	-9

	District 3
	-2

	District 4
	-4

	District 5
	-22

	District 6
	+1

	District 7
	-6

	District 8
	-10

	District 9
	-11

	District 10
	-7

	District 11
	-7

	District 12
	-17

	District 13
	0


Amending Ordinance Required
An amending ordinance will be required when the council adopts district court electoral district changes.  This is required since district court electoral district boundaries must be aligned with electoral precinct boundaries.  The Law, Justice and Human Services Committee discussed district court redistricting on May 2, 2002 and is scheduled to discuss this issue again on May 16, 2002.  Per state law, council must approve district court electoral district and electoral precinct boundary changes by June 22, 2002 for new election precinct boundaries to be in effect for the November 5, 2002 general election.  
ATTENDING:  

1. Bob Roegner, Manager, Records and Elections and Licensing Services Division

2. Harry Sanders, Geographic Information Services Manager, Records and Elections and Licensing Services Division

ATTACHMENTS:   

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0203
2. Executive Transmittal Letter Dated April 30, 2002

3. 2002 Precinct Alterations Summary Report, Sorted by Council District
4. RCW 29.04.040
5. K.C.C. 1.12.010

6. Maps and Precinct Change Details Report (Not Distributed with Staff Report; Available from Committee Staff)
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