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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0409 would appoint Emily Scott (District 8) for a four-year term on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee that will expire on June 30, 2024.

SUMMARY

Ferry Advisory Committees were established by the State legislature[footnoteRef:1] in order to provide local guidance for the Washington Station Department of Transportation on each area served by the Washington state ferries. [1:  RCW 47.60.310] 


In most cases, the relevant county legislative authorities are responsible for appointing members to their local Ferry Advisory Committees. However, in the case of Vashon Island, the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council is designated as the appointing body for the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee, with the King County Council authorized to make appointments only if the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council has failed to fill a vacancy within 90 days.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)] 


The Vashon/Maury Island Community Council ceased operations and was administratively dissolved by the Washington secretary of state in September 2013. In response, the Council established a process[footnoteRef:3] to appoint members to the Ferry Advisory Committee that is consistent with State law[footnoteRef:4] by requiring an appointment by the Executive with confirmation of the appointment by motion by the Council. The Council’s process requests that the Executive solicit and review applications for membership through an inclusive outreach process that includes notices on local media and at the ferry terminal and solicits input from community leaders and local organizations.   [3:  Motion 15279]  [4:  RCW 47.60.310] 


Proposed Motion 2020-0409 would appoint Emily Scott to a four-year term on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee that will expire on June 30, 2024.


BACKGROUND 

Ferry Advisory Committees. Ferry Advisory Committees were established by RCW 47.60.310 in order to provide local representation for the Washington Station Department of Transportation in, “soliciting and obtaining expressions from local community groups in order to be properly informed as to problems being experienced within the area served by the Washington state ferries.”  

For Vashon Island, the Ferry Advisory Committee is to consist of three members. At least one of these members must represent an established ferry user group or frequent users of the ferry system. Each member is required to live in the vicinity of the ferry terminal.[footnoteRef:5] Not more than two members of the committee may be from the same political party at the time of their appointment.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)]  [6:  RCW 47.60.310 (4)] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Appointing Bodies. In most cases, the relevant county legislative authorities are responsible for appointing members to their local Ferry Advisory Committees. However, in the case of Vashon Island, RCW 47.60.310 provides that Vashon Island shall have one committee “and its members shall be appointed by the Vashon/Maury Island community council.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)] 


The State law goes on to note that, “[i]f the Vashon/Maury Island community council fails to appoint a qualified person to fill a vacancy within ninety days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the legislative authority of King county shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)] 


According to the records of Washington State non-profit corporations, the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council was administratively dissolved by the Washington secretary of state in September 2013. It is no longer meeting or operating and, thus, is unable to fill vacancies on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee. As a result, the responsibility for filling vacancies on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee now rests with the King County Council.

Council Appointment Process. In response to the dissolution of the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council, the King County Council passed Motion 15279,[footnoteRef:9] which established a process to review applications for service on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee. The process is consistent with State law[footnoteRef:10] by requiring an appointment by the Executive with confirmation of the appointment by motion by the Council. The process requests that the Executive solicit and review applications for membership through an inclusive outreach process that includes notices on local media and at the ferry terminal and solicits input from community leaders and local organizations.   [9:  Motion 15279 rescinded Motion 15143, which had established an interim process for committee appointments.]  [10:  RCW 47.60.310] 


Proposed Motion 2020-0409: Emily Scott. Ms. Scott lives on Vashon Island and is a frequent user of the Washington State Ferries. She works as Executive Director of the Vashon Food Bank. Ms. Scott describes her ferry use in her application, noting that, “For two years, from 2017-2019, I used the state ferry every day to commute, on public transportation, to UW for grad school. I currently live and work on Vashon Island but use the ferry often (once/week) to visit family and friends in Seattle and/or Tacoma to access medical and other retail services.”

Ms. Scott notes that as a Vashon resident for more than eight years, she has personal knowledge of how the ferry system presents both benefits and burdens to the communities it services. She also notes that her public-facing role as Executive Director of the Vashon Food Bank provides her with many local connections. Finally, she notes that during her work in graduate school, she served in two different capacities as a paid research assistant for Washington State Ferries projects, evaluating ticketing and loading procedures at the Fauntleroy Ferry Terminal, as well as analyzing the potential to more effectively integrate the Washington State Department of Transportation’s Good to Go[footnoteRef:11] electronic tolling system into ferry fare collection.  [11:  https://wsdot.wa.gov/GoodToGo/default.htm] 


Ms. Scott considers herself to be a political Independent. If Proposed Motion 2020-0409 is approved, the Ferry Advisory Committee would include two Democrats and one Independent, which would be consistent with the State law.

Proposed Motion 2020-0409 would appoint Ms. Scott to a four-year term on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee that will expire on June 30, 2024.

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion meets the requirements of Motion 15279 and State law for appointments to a Ferry Advisory Committee:

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2020-0409
2. Transmittal letter
3. Board profile
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