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SUBJECT:   Briefing on Substitute House Bill 2060 relating to revenues for residential development projects or units serving very low income persons.

BACKGROUND:  The proposed ordinance was developed in response to common concerns raised by the  Master Builders Association of King County and the Better Cities Coalition relating to the permitting processes.  The common concern was the permit processes often added unnecessary time and expense to development proposals in the Urban Areas.  The permit process was seen a barrier in implementing the King County Comprehensive Plan and its goal of encouraging density within Urban Growth Areas and making housing more affordable.  

ORDINANCE SUMMARY:  A detailed summary of the proposed ordinance is included as Attachment 2 to the staff report.  In general, the substantive provisions of the proposed ordinance would: 

· Increase from eight to twenty the number of dwelling units built in the urban growth areas that are categorically exempt from SEPA review.

· Eliminate the administrative appeal of building, site development, and clearing and grading permits that have been determined to not have an environmental impact.

· Clarify that sensitive area review is not generally required for development proposals that do not involve site disturbance.

· Simplify the process for filing a notice on title of a sensitive area so that information that may become misleading or inaccurate over time is not included in the notice.

· Allow the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to establish procedures for an administrative appeal of its divisions’ SEPA procedural determinations.

· Increase the fee for appeals to the hearing examiner from $125 to $250.

ATTACHMENTS:  
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0211

2.  Executive Summary 
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