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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
Staff Report
	Agenda Items:
	4, 5, 6
	Name:
	Mike Alvine

	Proposed No.:
	2011-0120
2011-0121

2011-0124
	Date:
	April 5, 2011

	Invited:
	Manjit Singh, Appointee, Taxicab Advisory Commission
Mohammed Rafiz Islam, Appointee, Taxicab Advisory Commission

Harpreet Bassi, Appointee, Taxicab Advisory Commission
Jodi Trueblood, Licensing Manager, RALS, DES


SUBJECTS
Motions related to the confirmation of appointees to the Seattle-King County Taxicab Advisory Commission.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motions 2011-0120, 2011-0122 and 2011-0124 would confirm the Executive’s appointments of Mr. Singh, Mr. Islam and Mr. Bassi to the Seattle-King County Advisory Commission.  
Background
In late 2009 King County and the City of Seattle passed companion legislation that created the Seattle-King County Taxicab Advisory Commission. King County and Seattle recognized the need for a broad-based advisory commission to advise both governments on issues related to the taxi industry. 
The mission of the commission is “…to study regulations, rules, policies and issues relevant to the provision of high-quality taxicab service in the city of Seattle and King County while ensuring the economic viability owning and driving taxicabs, and to make recommendations to the city of Seattle and King County on these matters.”
The commission is required to deliver an annual report to the city of Seattle and King County that outlines the work of the commission during the prior calendar year as well as its anticipated work program for the following calendar year.
Membership and Appointing Authorities
Ordinance 16682 establishes the following categories of representation and the associated appointing authorities:

· Three members who own taxicab licenses (King County appoints two);

· Three members who drive taxicabs but who are not owners (Seattle appoints two);

· Three members who represent customers from the hospitality industry, tourism industry or medical facilities (King County appoints one, Seattle appoints one and the other 10 commission members appoint the third person from this customer interest group);

· One member who has a disability or who represents persons with disabilities (King County appoints)
· There are 11 members in all; membership terms are staggered.
Appointees
Mr. Singh is appointed to position #2 representing taxicab license owners for a term of one year. Mr. Singh is self employed as a taxicab driver (for Yellow Cab) as well as owning a taxi license and vehicle (associated with Orange Cab). He is a former member of the Stita taxi association and has been involved in the taxi industry for over five years. 
Mr. Islam is appointed to position #4, representing taxicab drivers that do not own licenses. Mr. Islam has been driving taxicabs for more than 17 years, most of that time here in King County. He currently drives for Yellow Cab.
Mr. Bassi is appointed to position #10 representing taxicab license owners for a term of two years. Mr. Bassi has been driving taxicabs in Seattle and King County for 20 years, currently owns his license and cab and drives for Stita. 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motions & related materials: 2011-0120; 2011-0121; 2011-0124
2. Transmittal letters received March 8, 2011
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