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King County




Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT
	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Kelli Carroll

	Proposed Motion:
	2011-0103
	Date:
	March 8, 2011


SUBJECT


A MOTION adopting the work program for the 2011 Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee.

BACKGROUND
The Committee was presented with a draft of the Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services 2011 work program at its February 8, 2011 meeting. At that time, members of the Committee were encouraged by the Chair to review the draft of the work program and provide desired additions or adjustments to the Work Program. The final work program and motion (attachment 1) reflect the addition of labor agreement consideration to the Committee’s annual work as required by the Council’s organizing motion 13411.
On January, 31 2011 the King County Council adopted Motion 13411.  This motion establishes the organization of the Council for 2011, creates the committees of the Council, and outlines committee responsibilities. Section II C describes the Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services (LJHHS) Committee and reads as follows:
C.  Law, justice, health and human services committee

1.  The committee shall consider and make recommendations on policies relating to:


    a.  law, safety, criminal justice and emergency management programs including those related to public safety; adult detention; juvenile justice and youth services; superior and district courts; judicial administration; prosecuting attorney; public defense; emergency medical services; emergency management, including disaster response, emergency preparedness and emergency planning; 


    b.  public health programs, including those related to the protection, promotion and provision functions of the department of public health, including the structure of the public health centers; and


    c.  human services programs, including review of the veterans and human services levy programs and options for levy renewal; therapeutic and low-income housing; and civil rights and social justice.  The committee shall also consider the implementation of appropriate labor agreements.


  2.  In the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the 2012 annual budget.

Motion 13411 also assigns the membership of the Committee including identification of Councilmember Bob Ferguson as the Chair and Councilmember Kathy Lambert as Vice-chair.  The remaining members of the 2011 LJHHS Committee include Councilmembers Reagan Dunn, Larry Gossett, and Joe McDermott.  The Committee is scheduled to meet at 1:30 of the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

Work Program Items

Most of the work program for the 2011 LJHHS Committee is focused on ongoing oversight of critical areas of public safety, criminal justice and health and human services. The LJHHS work program (attachment 2) reflects the adopted King County Strategic Plan. The LJHHS work plan organizes the key work of the Committee under two of the County’s Strategic Plan goals and objectives:
1) Supporting safe communities and accessible justice system for all

2) Promote opportunities for all communities and individuals to realize their full potential

This year, the committee will review and recommend policies and legislation to the full Council that further these goals and improve the safety and wellbeing of the region. 
Other Briefings/Work Updates

In addition to the work described in the attached draft work program, the Committee will likely consider other as-yet-unforeseen legislation as initiated by the Council, in addition to legislation transmitted by the Executive.  The work program will remain a dynamic living document and will be updated as needed to reflect the body of work before the LJHHS Committee.

REASONABLENESS

The Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee’s 2011 work program has been drafted into form as legislation and is ready for action.  Passing proposed Motion 2011-0103 would specifically articulate and memorialize the duties of the 2011 LJHHS Committee.  As such, this action appears to constitute a reasonable decision by the Committee.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2011-0103
2. Attachment A to Proposed Motion 2011-0103
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