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May 8, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration and adoption is a proposed ordinance relating to reform of permitting processes.  The Masterbuilders and the Better Cities Coalition brought the issues that led to this proposed ordinance to my attention.  Its purpose is to eliminate permit processes that the County has determined are not necessary and that adds unnecessary time and expense to development proposals.  The proposed ordinance will further the King County Comprehensive Plan and its goal of encouraging density within Urban Growth Areas and making housing more affordable.  These objectives can be met without sacrificing the environmental quality that County residents have come to expect.

In summary, this proposed ordinance will accomplish the following: 

· Increase from eight to twenty the number of dwelling units built in the urban growth areas that are categorically exempt from SEPA review.

· Eliminate the administrative appeal of building, site development, and clearing and grading permits that have been determined to not have an environmental impact.

· Clarify that sensitive area review is not generally required for development proposals that do not involve site disturbance.

· Simplify the process for filing a notice on title of a sensitive area so that information that may become misleading or inaccurate over time is not included in the notice.

· Allow the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to establish procedures for an administrative appeal of its divisions’ SEPA procedural determinations.

· Increase the fee for appeals to the hearing examiner from $125 to $250.

The enclosed fiscal note identifies a minor positive fiscal impact to the County resulting from the increase in the appeal fee.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Greg Kipp, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 296-6701.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Steve Broz, Budget Supervisor, Office of Budget


Lisa Youngren, Budget Supervisor, Office of Budget


Greg Kipp, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services


