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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

STAFF REPORT
	Agenda Item:
	2
	Name:
	Jennifer Giambattista 

	Proposed No.:
	2007-B0052
	Date:
	March 13, 2007

	Attending:
	DNRP Staff: Sandra Kilroy, Regional Services Section Manager; Sarah Ogier, Environmental Programs Manager
WRIA/Watershed Coordinators: Yvette Lizee-Smith, Snoqualmie Watershed Coordinator; Jean White, WRIA 8 Coordinator; Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Coordinator 
WRIA Chairs and Co-Chairs: WRIA 8 Chair, Councilmember Don Davidson of Bellevue;  WRIA 9 Forum Chair, Mayor Steven Mullet of Tukwila 


SUBJECT:  Briefing on the Success of Salmon Recovery Efforts to Date and Next Steps 
SUMMARY: On January 19, 2007 the federal agency charged with protecting Northwest salmon listed under the Endangered Species Act approved the plan to recover Chinook Salmon in Puget Sound.  The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan is the largest and most comprehensive recovery plan ever approved by the federal government. The federal approval of this plan marks the successful culmination of many years of locally driven planning efforts at the watershed level.
Local Planning Efforts are the Foundation of the Federally Approved Plan. 

Recovery plans for threatened or endangered species are typically written by federal officials. The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan is unique because it is based upon locally developed watershed plans. The goal of the plan is to “to recover self-sustaining, harvestable salmon runs in a manner that contributes to the overall health of Puget Sound and its watersheds and allows us to enjoy and use this precious resource in concert with our region’s economic vitality and prosperity.” 

The plan covers the whole Puget Sound basin, from the Canadian border south to Olympia, Hood Canal and the Strait of San Juan de Fuca and includes 14 watersheds referred to as Water Resources Inventory Areas (WRIAs). King County actively participates in WRIA 7, 8, and 9.

Successes in Recovery Efforts to Date. The collaborative salmon recovery efforts to date have resulted in many significant achievements:

· Recovery plans tailored to the political, cultural, economic, and ecosystem needs of each watershed. Locally driven plans, rather than federally imposed restrictions provide certainty for the regional economy and identify salmon recovery strategies and specific projects most likely to work in each watershed. 

· The development of unique, multi-jurisdictional governance process that allows for collaboration involving local, federal, state and tribal governments, business representatives, the agricultural and forestry industries, conservation and environmental groups. 

· Extensive technical and scientific analysis supporting the plans.

· Approval by over 35 local governments.

· Many habitat restoration projects have been completed. 
· Education and outreach efforts such as the natural yard care program and the rural stewardship plans.
· Significant policies supporting salmon recovery efforts have been adopted such as best practices for transportation projects, better surface water management standards in urban areas, improved flood management practices, critical area ordinances and funding for salmon recovery through the King Conservation District.
Next Steps 

The next steps in the salmon recovery process will be focused on the following activities:

· Implementing the recovery plans. Projects from 3 year action lists will be prioritized for each WRIA. The highest priority for the WRIA 7 is improving rearing and spawning habitat on the main stem of the Snoqualmie. The highest priority for WRIA 8 is restoration of the spawning areas in Cedar River, Bear and Issaquah Creek. The highest priority for WRIA 9 is improving juvenile salmon habitat in the Duwamish Estuary.
· King County will continue to provide watershed coordination services to WRIA 8 and 9 and the Snoqualmie Watershed Forum.
· Expand stewardship and education.
· Monitoring, evaluation, and adaptive management. 

· Integrating salmon recovery efforts with overall Puget Sound recovery efforts. 

· Consideration of several policies relating to salmon recovery such as: NPDES, Shoreline Master Plan, and Groundwater protection.
· Securing additional funding.
Today’s briefing is intended to update councilmembers of the status of the Puget Sound Recovery Plan and highlight the next steps. There is no legislation proposed.
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