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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will provide an update on homelessness and the January 2013 One Night Count. 

SUMMARY

Each year, the Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) organizes a county wide count of people who are unsheltered on one specific night. The One Night Count is used to inform programmatic and policy decisions and to gauge progress on the Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness. 

The 2013 King County One Night Count, which was conducted during the early morning hours of January 25, counted a total of 2,736 people unsheltered.[footnoteRef:1] This count is consistent with recent years: since 2008, the average number of unsheltered people counted was 2,665. [1:  The count of people who spent that same night in emergency shelter or transitional housing will be available later this spring.] 


One Night Count Summary, January 2013

	
	TOTAL

	Men
	897

	Women
	205

	Gender Unknown
	1,615

	Minor (under 18)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The total number of unsheltered youth and young adults (ages 12-15) counted during the One Night Count was 100, very similar to the 114 recorded by the separate Count Us In count of young people. ] 

	19

	TOTAL
	2,736

	Total without new areas
	2,657



BACKGROUND

Unsheltered Count Totals. The SKCCH has organized a One Night Count each year since 1980. The count is conducted in coordination with the Committee to End Homelessness in King County (CEHKC) and local governments and human services providers throughout the region, and relies on hundreds of volunteers. Since 2006, the One Night Count has been conducted in late January as a way to gauge the number of people who, even in winter, have no other option but to spend the night unsheltered.

To conduct the count, volunteer teams with trained leaders walk through an assigned geographic area from 2:00 to 5:00 AM on the night of the One Night Count and attempt to count each person they see, or to estimate numbers where people are under blankets or in cars and not easily visible. The volunteers do not wake or engage with those who are homeless, but do their best to record location, gender, and whether or not the person is under 18. 

In the interest of a comprehensive count, and to follow the movement of those who are homeless, the geographic areas included in the count have been expanded over time. The table below shows the total unsheltered count since 2008, as well as the total that would have been without counting areas that were not counted during the prior year. 

One Night Count Unsheltered Totals

	Year
	Grand Total
	Percent Increase
	Without New Areas
	Percent Increase (w/out new areas) [footnoteRef:3] [3:  For this calculation, the percentage increase from 2008 to 2009 includes in the 2009 total only those areas that were also counted in 2008; the percentage increase from 2009 to 2010 includes all the areas that were counted in 2008 and 2009, but not the areas that were counted only in 2010.] 


	2008
	2,631
	
	2,482
	

	2009
	2,827
	6.9%
	2,685
	2.0%

	2010
	2,759
	-2.4%
	2,675
	-5.4%

	2011
	2,442
	-11.5%
	2,442
	-11.5%

	2012
	2,594
	5.9%
	2,514
	2.9%

	2013
	2,736
	5.2%
	2,657
	2.4%

	Average
	2,665
	
	2,576
	



As the table shows, the number of those unsheltered on the night of the One Night Count did decline in 2010 and 2011, but has held relatively steady over time, averaging 2,665 without shelter. (The average is 100 people less – 2,576 people unsheltered – when the count excludes geographic areas that were not counted during the prior year.) 

Single Adult Shelter. In recognition of the fact that more than 2,000 people have been counted sleeping outside during each of the last six years, the Committee to End Homelessness in King County (CEHKC) appointed a Single Adult Task Force in 2012 to study the need for shelter and make recommendations. In January 2013, the CEHKC Governing Board adopted the Task Force’s recommendation to include shelter as an investment priority, but to do so in a way that balances the regional distribution of shelter capacity and that focuses on helping “long-term stayers”[footnoteRef:4] move into permanent housing so that shelter spaces are available for people in immediate need. [4:  Long-term stayers are those who stayed in shelter for more than six months of the year. They represent approximately 10 percent of the 7,700 people served in shelters countywide. They tend to be older and to have physical or mental disabilities.] 


Sheltered Count Totals. Each year, the One Night Count total of unsheltered people is combined with a count of individuals and families who spend that same night in emergency shelter or transitional housing. Those totals can be seen in the table below. Totals for 2013 will be available later this spring.

Unsheltered and Emergency Shelter Count

	Year
	Unsheltered Total
	Total Emergency Shelter & Transitional Housing
	Combined Total

	2008
	2,631
	5,808
	8,439

	2009
	2,827
	6,134
	8,961

	2010
	2,759
	6,178
	8,937

	2011
	2,442
	6,382
	8,824

	2012
	2,594
	6,236
	8,830

	2013
	2,736
	TBD
	TBD



Count Us In – Youth and Young Adult Count. The One Night Count largely focuses on homeless adults. During 2013, a complementary effort for youth and young adults, called Count Us In, took place during the evening hours of January 24. Count Us In attempted to survey youth and young adults known to be homeless or unstably housed. They were contacted at housing programs, over the phone, and at public areas where youth congregate, drop in centers, meal programs, libraries, recreation centers, and high schools. 

On January 24, 2013, Count Us In identified a total of 776 youth and young adults as homeless or unstably housed. Of that total, 114 were identified as unsheltered. This number is very similar to the count of 100 youth and young adults identified as unsheltered during the One Night Count, which was conducted separately during the early morning hours of January 25. The table below summarizes the count obtained through Count Us In.

Count Us In: 2013 Tally of Youth & Young Adults

	Situation of surveyed person
	Count

	In shelter or transitional housing
	447

	Unsheltered
	114

	Imminently losing housing[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Reported they could not stay in the same place as the night of January 23 for the following month.] 

	115

	At risk of losing housing[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Reported they did not know if they could stay in the same place as the night of January 23 for the following month.] 

	100

	TOTAL
	776



The committee will be briefed separately on Count Us In and the Homeless Youth & Young Adult Initiative.

Regional Response to Homelessness. Since the adoption of the Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness, the region has achieved a number of accomplishments.

· As of December 31, 2012, a total of 5,130 new units of housing have been funded.

· Funding for prevention efforts is estimated to have helped 5,000 households avoid homelessness.

· The Landlord Liaison Project, which supports private landlords in renting to individuals and families who have previously been homeless, had by the end of 2012 engaged 165 landlords and placed 1,000 households.

· The Client Care Coordination system was developed to prioritize housing for those who are most at risk and/or most involved in emergency and criminal justice systems. 

· The Family Housing Connection coordinated entry into housing was launched in 2012 to attempt to provide one-call enrollment into housing and supportive services for families with children.

· The Seattle area has been selected by HUD and the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness as one of ten priority communities for a new effort called Dedicating Opportunities to End Homelessness. The effort intends to help the selected communities (Atlanta, Chicago, Fresno, Houston, Los Angeles, New Orleans, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Seattle and Tampa) align and supplement existing plans to address homelessness.


INVITED:
	
Gretchen Bruce, Committee to End Homelessness in King County
Alison Eisinger, Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Summary of the 2013 Unsheltered Homeless Count in Selected Areas of King County
2. Committee to End Homelessness Facts on Homelessness, October 2012
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