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March 16, 2022


TO:	The Honorable Dow Constantine, King County Executive

FM:	Open Space River Corridors Advisory Committee	
	

	Name
	Affiliation
	Council District

	Janet Geer
	City of Bothell
	1

	Denise Krownbell
	City of Seattle
	2

	Jamie Burrell
	City of North Bend
	3

	Shwu-jen Hwang
	City of Seattle
	4

	Ron Straka
	City of Renton
	5

	Jamie Kelley
	City of Auburn
	7

	Mike Perfetti
	City of Tukwila
	8

	Dave Johnson
	City of Maple Valley
	9

	Amy Brockhaus
	Mountains to Sound Greenway
	at-large

	Morgan Ruff
	Tulalip Tribe
	at-large

	Micah Wait
	Wild Fish Conservancy
	at-large

	Greg Wingard
	Green River Coalition
	at-large

	Matt Baerwalde
	Snoqualmie Tribe
	at-large

	Jill Simmons
	Washington Trails Association
	at-large

	Brandon Parsons
	American Rivers
	at-large

	Michelle Clarke
	Flood Control District
	at-large

	Dave Patton
	Trust for Public Lands
	at-large




RE:	King County Parks Levy Grants: Open Space River Corridors Program - Round 1 Recommended Grant Awards List and Project Descriptions

The Open Space River Corridors Grant Program Advisory Committee (AC) would like to thank Executive Constantine for the opportunity to be involved in the review and evaluation process for the initial round of the Parks Levy Grants. This committee conducted a series of meetings to develop program guidelines, applications, and selection criteria. 
	
Applications opened November 15, 2021, and closed January 31, 2022. The committee reviewed 17 applications for the Open Space River Corridors Program. The AC is pleased to recommend funding for 14 of the applications submitted. Each project will further program goals to integrate multiple attributes of projects inside river corridors, such as flood control, habitat, passive recreation, and trails. 

The AC agreed that any undesignated funds should be reprogrammed for the next grant cycle. The AC and County staff are eager to meet to review the recent application process in advance of the next grant cycle to discuss improvements to outreach, program guidelines, applications, and the evaluation process. The AC anticipates an even more robust and diverse slate of applications in the next grant cycle and is ready to work with Parks staff to support this effort.  

The following is a recommended list of grant awardees for the Open Space River Corridors Program - Round 1, which were endorsed by the AC. The project list includes funding amounts and a brief summary for each grant. Total recommended funding is $5,042,847. Additionally, described below are the Selection Criteria and Alignment with County and Program Goals, which the committee used to identify how each recommended project met the selection objectives of the grant programs. 

cc:	Warren Jimenez, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, Department of 
    Natural Resources and Parks



Selection Criteria and Alignment with County and Program Goals

King County Parks Levy Grants:  Open Space River Corridors Program - Round 1

In accordance with Ordinance 19166 and Motion 15378, all awards in unincorporated areas were made in consultation with the Department of Local Services. Additionally, proposals were considered within the framework of meeting County-wide initiatives and demonstrated alignment by addressing the following:

· Land Conservation Initiative: Ensure access to greenspace for all. Address and fix historic patterns of unequal investment in public open space across King County 
· Prepare for Climate Change: Create, support, and implement policies and actions that reduce climate change vulnerabilities equitably and increase the resilience of King County communities, natural systems, and the built environment
· Clean Water Healthy Habitat Strategic Plan: Promote healthy forests and more green space, along with cleaner, controlled stormwater runoff
· Equity and Social Justice (ESJ): Invest in partnerships that allow the County to apply early, upstream, and preventative solutions; invest in partnerships to steadily inform decision-making; ensure that capital projects have objectives for community engagement and ESJ in benefits/burden distribution 
· State of Play: Provide equitable facility access, and/or transportation barriers; provide a facility fee structure with free or significantly reduced rates for low-income residents; ensure that the project specifically contains inclusive design and increases physical activity opportunities for priority youth; ensure that the partnership exists to identify and address stated needs of the community; ensure that the project will expand access to swimming facilities, especially for priority youth

The application and evaluation criteria for the Open Space River Corridors Program are aligned with Ordinance 19166, Attachments D, and share the additional criteria to weigh the relative strength of applications: 
a. How the application meets the goals of a multi-benefit project outlined by the King County Council, including:
i. Provides passive recreational benefit to the public
ii. Improves or restores critical riparian habitat
iii. Integrates recreation, access, and/or habitat benefits with flood protection
b. The project will further establish Countywide priorities, such as ESJ, the Strategic Climate Action Plan, improving water quality and increasing habitat, for example through green stormwater infrastructure, the Land Conservation Initiative, or implementation of the recommendations in the State of Play Report;
c. The project is supported through partnership and will be measured by resulting community benefits, as well as the strength and diversity of partnership;
d. The project has been identified in an adopted plan;
e. The project is located in an underserved area or provides recreational access or benefit where none currently exists;
f. The project demonstrates certainty in success of delivery;
g. The project demonstrates how successful implementation will be measured over time;
h. The project identifies cost effectiveness and ability to leverage other funding or in-kind donations.

Eligible project types include:
1. Land Acquisition; 
2. Preconstruction;
3. Feasibility and Design; 
4. Construction; and
5. Project-specific outreach and education.
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	Open Space River Corridors Grant Awards - Round 1

	Grant Applicant
	Project Name
	Council District
	Grant Award
	Project Summary 

	City of Tukwila
	Nelsen Side Channel 
	5
	$250,000
	Open one acre of off-channel floodplain habitat and restore another acre of riparian forest by setting back a levee and reconnecting the river with its historic channel.  

	King County Water and Land Resources Division
	Auburn Narrows Restoration Design
	9
	$300,000
	Fund a portion of the design of a large habitat restoration project.

	King County Water and Land Resources Division
	Fall City Floodplain Restoration Project
	3
	$650,000
	Set back or remove flood facilities on both sides of the Snoqualmie River to reconnect 145 of acres of historic Snoqualmie Floodplain downstream of Fall City.

	King County Water and Land Resources Division
	Green River Riparian Restoration – Flaming Geyser
	9
	$300,000
	King County will restore 8.0 acres of denuded riparian habitat along 0.4 miles of Green River shoreline at Flaming Geyser State Park by removing invasive plants and planting native trees and shrubs.

	Mid-Puget Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group
	Auburn Parks Green River Riparian Restoration
	7
	$156,255
	Restore critical riparian habitat along the Lower Green River in Auburn. The work will engage diverse youth in green jobs training and the community in salmon recovery.

	City of North Bend
	South Fork Snoqualmie River Levee Setback
	3
	$800,000
	Remove a portion of existing levee and replace it with a setback levee. This will reconnect floodplain/riparian habitat, reduce flood risk, and provide recreational access.

	King County Water and Land Resources Division
	Cedar River Habitat Restoration
	9
	$135,600
	Provide habitat improvements, outreach tools, and educational signage for two floodplain restoration projects in the same reach of the Cedar River.

	King County Water and Land Resources Division
	Turley Levee Acquisition for Future Restoration
	9
	$400,000
	Acquire a conservation easement to facilitate the future construction of a restoration project that removes a levee adjacent to the Middle Green River and construct a protective setback structure.

	Seattle Public Utilities
	Upper Royal Arch Floodplain Restoration
	9
	$1,000,000
	Restore a six-acre area of natural floodplain by creating and reconnecting a network of 3,200 feet of perennially flowing side channels and a 2.3-acre wetland complex, and the placement of 600+ pieces of wood.

	Seattle Parks and Recreation
	Gateway Park North Park Development
	8
	$200,000
	Develop a new park on the bank of the Duwamish River in Georgetown to include upland restoration and provision of passive recreation opportunities and water access.

	King County Fish Passage Assessment Program
	Tolt-MacDonald Fish Passage Project
	3
	$100,000
	Feasibility and design to replace an undersized culvert under an access road to restore fish passage, reduce flooding impacts from the Snoqualmie River, and improve maintenance and recreation access.

	King County Parks Division
	Snoqualmie River Open Space Acquisition
	3
	$400,000
	Acquire 17 acres of undeveloped land along the Snoqualmie River to provide restoration, recreation, and flood risk reduction by protecting forested land along the river.

	King County Fish Passage Assessment Program
	Chinook Bend Fish Passage Restoration
	3
	$100,000
	Feasibility and design phase to restore fish passage into the Chinook Bend natural area by removing a derelict drainage pipe and exploring options for channel restoration.

	Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
	North Fork Tolt Corridor Assessment
	3
	$250,992
	Establish baseline conditions, identify, and prioritize habitat restoration opportunities, and develop conceptual designs for restoration projects in the upper North Fork Tolt River property.

	Total
	
	
	$5,042,847
	



