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FORECAST COUNCIL 

BYLAWS
Section 1.  Purpose.

The purpose of these bylaws is to establish rules and operating procedures for the King County Forecast Council.

Section 2.  Definitions.

A.  "Forecast Council" means the King County Forecast Council as established by Ordinance 16391. 

B.  "Office of Economic and Financial Analysis" means the Office of Economic and Financial Analysis as established by Ordinance 16391.

C.  "Resolution" means declarations of policy that do not have the force of law, or an action by the Forecast Council to formally adopt reports or documents produced by the Office of Economic and Financial Analysis. 

Section 3.  Officers.

A.  The chair of the Forecast Council shall be the County Executive in even numbered years and shall be a King County Councilmember in odd numbered years.
B.  The chair of the Forecast Council shall preside at Forecast Council meetings, sign resolutions and other documents on behalf of the Forecast Council and perform such other duties as are commonly associated with that office.

C.  The vice-chair of the Forecast Council shall be a King County Councilmember in even-numbered years and the County Executive in odd-numbered years. The chair and vice-chair shall not both be from the same branch of King County government. The vice-chair shall act as chair in the absence of the chair.


D.  The chair and the vice-chair shall serve on the Forecast Council for a term of one year, unless decided otherwise by the Forecast Council and until successors assume the positions.
Section 4.  Meetings.

A.  Regular meetings of the Forecast Council shall be determined by the Forecast Council and those dates shall be made available to the public. The regular location of Forecast Council meetings shall be the King County Council Chambers, tenth floor in the King County Courthouse, Seattle, Washington 98104.  The agenda for regular meetings shall be distributed to the forecast council members at least seven days before the meeting.


B.  Special meetings of the Forecast Council shall be held at the discretion of the Chair with input from the Forecast Council membership. The agenda for special meetings shall be distributed to the forecast council membership at least twenty-four hours before the meeting.

C.  The Forecast Council shall comply with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 42.30 RCW.

Section 5.  Membership and Voting.


A.  The Forecast Council shall consist of:


  1.  The County Executive;


  2.  Two County Councilmembers appointed by the Chair of the County Council; and

  3.  A county employee with knowledge of the budgeting and financial management practices of the county appointed by the County Executive.  

B.  A quorum of the Forecast Council shall consist of three members.    


C.  All actions of the Forecast Council, including selection of the chair, shall be by simple majority vote of the membership of the Forecast Council, except for the appointment of a Chief Economist for the Office of Economic and Financial Analysis or changing the Chief Economist’s term of office.


D. Appointment of a Chief Economist or changing the Chief Economist’s term of office must be by a unanimous vote of the Forecast Council. The chief economist may be removed at any time by vote of three members of the forecast council.

E.  A member of the Forecast Council must be present to vote on a matter before the Forecast Council.


F.  All actions of the Forecast Council shall be recorded in the minutes, copies of which shall be distributed to each member of the Forecast Council.

Section 6.  Forecast Council Resources.

A.  The Clerk of the Council shall serve as the Clerk of the Forecast Council.  The Clerk of the Forecast Council shall prepare and distribute agendas and meeting minutes and retain the Forecast Council's official records.

B.  Forecast Council meetings shall be recorded and broadcast by King County Television (KCTV).
Section 7. Process For Assigning Additional Economic And Financial Studies
A.  Any request for an additional economic or financial study shall be submitted in writing to each member of the Forecast Council, the clerk of the Forecast Council and the Chief Economist.  Within ____ days of the request, Forecast Council members may send the chair a notice objecting to the study.  If three members object to the study, the Chief Economist need not complete an analysis of the study.  The Clerk of the Forecast Council shall notify the Forecast Council members and the Chief Economist if three objections to the study are received.

B.  Within ___ days of receipt, the Chief Economist shall submit to the Forecast Council an analysis of the requested study, including an estimate of the time to complete the study and the necessary resources needed.  The analysis shall also include a determination of whether the study would require a modification to the annual work plan and a proposal for such modification.  The analysis shall be submitted in writing to the Forecast Council members and the clerk of the council.

C.  Within ___ days of receipt of the analysis, a Forecast Council member may request a meeting to discuss the study. 

1.  If no adjustment to the annual work plan is required and no meeting request is made, the chair shall assign the study to the Chief Economist.

2.  If the Chief Economist's analysis indicates that an adjustment to the work plan is necessary and no meeting is requested, the annual work plan will be considered modified as outlined in the analysis and the chair shall assign the study to the Chief Economist.   

D.  If a meeting is requested, the Forecast Council shall consider the merits of the requested study at the meeting.  If the meeting is assigned to the Chief Economist, the assignment shall include a deadline for completion of the study.

Section ((7))8.  Miscellaneous.

A.  The rules of the Metropolitan King County Council as contained in K.C.C. chapter 1.24 or, where those rules are silent, the rules contained in the 2000 edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised 10th edition shall govern the Forecast Council in all cases in which they are reasonably applicable and not inconsistent with these bylaws.


B.  The Forecast Council may revise these bylaws at any regular or special meeting by majority vote.


ADOPTED by the King County Forecast Council on the 23rd day of April, 2009.


AMENDED by the King County Forecast Council on the 10th day of March, 2010.





________________________






Chair of the Forecast Council

ATTEST:

____________________

Clerk
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