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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES AND UTILITIES

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	4,5
	DATE:
	September 11, 2007

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2007-0435; 2007-0436
	PREPARED BY:
	Mike Reed


SUBJECT:  
Authorizing the County Executive to enter into interlocal agreements with the cities of Kirkland and Kent to provide landmark designation, historic preservation and protection services.

BACKGROUND:

County Historic Preservation Program

King County manages the program for designation and protection of historic landmarks through the King County Landmarks Commission, supported by the County Historic Preservation Officer.  The landmarks function, established in K.C.C. 20.62, addresses:  

· Nomination and designation of King County landmarks or community landmarks according to criteria established in code;

· Requirement for a ‘Certificate of Appropriateness’ to authorize substantive changes to significant features of designated landmarks;

· Evaluation of the economic impact of denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness;

· Appeal procedure from determinations of the Commission;

· Penalty for violation of K.C.C. 20.62; and

· Special tax valuation provisions for King County landmarks.

The code provides that a property may be designated a landmark if it is 

· At least 40 years old;

· Relatively unchanged physically in terms of location, design and materials; and

· Historically significant for association with individuals, events, or broad themes important in local, state or national history; or

· Architecturally significant.

Under these provisions, the Landmarks Commission has designated 102 individual properties as historic landmarks and five districts with multiple properties in each.  For each designated property, the program is responsible for reviewing significant changes to the designated features of significance and issuing Certificates of Appropriateness; administering financial incentives and tax benefits; and providing technical assistance to property owners concerning appropriate treatment and maintenance of landmark properties.

Regional Historic Preservation Program

In 1994, the Historic Preservation Program began providing landmark designation and protection services to suburban cities.  Cities contract for such services through an interlocal agreement with the County.   The services include:

· Designating landmark properties, and reviewing proposals for significant change; 

· Surveying and evaluating historic resources; and

· Providing incentives to landmark owners to preserve property.

To date, the cities of Auburn, Black Diamond, Carnation, Des Moines, Kenmore, Kirkland, Issaquah, Maple Valley, Newcastle, North Bend, Redmond, Shoreline, Snoqualmie, Skykomish and Woodinville have signed such interlocal agreements with the county providing for contracted historic landmark services, resulting in the designation of three historic districts and 14 landmarks within those jurisdictions. 

The City of Kent has requested that the County provide historic preservation services to the City; additionally, the City of Kirkland has requested replacement of its existing agreement to address, in addition to existing landmarking services, a new program intended to preserve residences of historic significance in identified older neighborhoods.  In particular, the proposed agreement contains new language which would have the county provide historic residence designation and protection services, using criteria and procedures adopted in the Kirkland Zoning Code, within Kirkland’s Market and Norkirk neighborhoods.  The intent of the new language is to support Kirkland’s program to authorize owners of lots with a designated historic residence to subdivide into two smaller lots if the designated residence is preserved. 
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0435 and 2007-0436 authorize the Executive to enter into interlocal agreements with the Cities of Kirkland and Kent, respectively for the provision of landmark designation/historic preservation and protection services to the cities.   

The Interlocal Agreements require the cities to

· Adopt ordinances, substantially similar to the King County landmarks ordinance, providing for the designation of historic and archaeological sites, and providing that the King County Landmarks Commission shall have authority to designate and protect landmarks within the city.  The ordinances will provide for 

· the appointment of a special member to the King County Landmarks Commission representing the City of Des Moines;  

· appeal from the decisions of the Commission to the respective city councils for properties within the city; 

· penalties for violation of the ordinance; and 

· referral of building and other permit applications affecting in-city historic properties to the County Historic Preservation Officer.

The County is required to:

· Process landmark nomination applications and provide necessary planning, training and public information tasks for properties within the city;

· Process ‘Certificate of Appropriateness’ applications for properties within the city;

· Review and comment on building and other permit applications for historic properties within the city.

· In addition, for the agreement with the City of Kirkland, the County is required to review nominations for historic residence status in Kirkland’s Market and Norkirk neighborhoods consistent with Chapter 75 of the Kirkland Zoning Code; conduct mutually agreed review, planning, training and public information activities as needed; and review applications for repair, alteration or replacement of historic materials for designated historic residences in the Market and Norkirk neighborhoods, consistent with Chapter 75 of the Kirkland Zoning Code. 

Compensation for Services:

· The cities are to fully reimburse the County for the cost of providing these services, including overhead.  

Standard agreement language for indemnification, duration, termination, administration, and amendment is included in the agreements.   

ATTACHMENTS   

1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0435; 
a. Interlocal Agreement for Landmark/Historic Preservation Services - Agreement between King County and the City of Kirkland relating to Designation and Protection of Historic Properties


2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter dated August 15, 2007
3. 2007-0435 Fiscal Note

4. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0436; 

a. Interlocal Agreement for Landmark Services - Agreement between King County and the City of Kent relating to Landmark Designation and Protection Services 


5. Executive’s Transmittal Letter dated August 15, 2007
6. 2007-0436 Fiscal Note

INVITED:  

1. Julie Koler, King County Historic Preservation Officer

