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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  5
DATE: March 23, 2004
PROPOSED NO: 2004-0144
PREPARED BY: David Randall
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE establishing the date for an election on the question of decreasing the number of commissioners serving King County fire protection district number 24 in council district 13.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0144 would place an issue before a May 18, 2004 special election proposing to decrease the board of commissioners in fire district number 24 from five to three members (Attachment 1).  The district stated that the rationale for decreasing board membership is due to the small population residing in this fire district.
State law requires that the council add the requested ballot question to an upcoming election (RCW 52.15.015).  This law provides that a board of commissioners of any fire district may determine by resolution that it would be in the best interest of the fire district to decrease the number of commissioners from five to three.  The law also specifies that the fire district submit a resolution to the county council requesting an election to be held to determine the number of commissioners.  Upon receipt of the resolution, the council is required to call an election to be held within the fire district.  The district adopted such a resolution on March 11, 2004 (Attachment 2) and sent a copy of the resolution to the county clerk on March 12, 2004 (Attachment 3).
If approved by the council, the question of whether to decrease the number of fire commissioners would appear on the ballot in a May 18, 2004 special election.  The question that would appear on the ballot would substantially appear in the form as required by state law (RCW 52.14.015).   Costs for this election will be paid by the fire district; King County will not incur costs due to this proposed ordinance.  Per state law, the fire district board of commissioners has the power and duty to manage and conduct the business affairs of the district, to make and execute contracts, to employ any necessary services, and to adopt governance rules (RCW 52.14.100).  
ATTACHMENTS:   

1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0144
2. Resolution No. 2004-SE, dated March 11, 2004
3. Transmittal Letter from the Fire District to the Clerk of the Council, dated March 12, 2004

