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SUBJECT: 
An ordinance related to Superior Court; providing for an annual gathering and reception for Superior Court Judges, staff and volunteers, and authorizing meal and refreshment costs for such reception; and adding a new section to KCC Chapter 2.69.

BACKGROUND:

The mission of King County superior court is to serve the public by ensuring justice through accessible and effective forums for the fair, just, understandable and timely resolution of legal matters. In fulfilling its mission, the superior court receives the benefit of thousands of hours of volunteer services through programs such as Dependency Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), Partnership for Youth Justice and Guardianship/Probate.
Every year, volunteers in these and other court-sponsored programs provide incalculable public benefits, assisting youth, families and others as they interact with the legal system.  This unique form of civic engagement provides much needed services at little or no public expense.
Because they serve as volunteers, court volunteers are ineligible for expense reimbursement, and any costs incurred in the performance of their duties are their own responsibility.
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0491 would authorize the presiding judge of the superior court to annually convene a gathering and reception between superior court judges, staff and volunteers.  The intent of convening the gathering and reception is to:
· Increase communication between superior court judges, staff and volunteers;

· Provide for informal discussion between superior court judges, staff and volunteers; and

· Foster a spirit of cooperation in serving the public.
The cost of the reception would be subject to availability of funds in the Superior Court’s budget, and to the dollar limits for meal and refreshment reimbursement set forth in the King County Code (KCC 3.24.080) and based upon the Code of Federal Regulations (41CFR301).
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0491
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