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SUBJECT:  

Two proposed ordinances relating to the adoption and amendment of the 2006 editions of the International Building Codes, Uniform Plumbing Code and International Fire Code.  

Background:  

The International Codes and the Uniform Plumbing Code are used nation wide. The International Codes were first enacted for use in Washington state by the state legislature during the 2003 session with a July 1, 2004 effective date.

The state provides for updates to the codes by the Washington State Building Code Council every three years.  On November 17, 2006 the Building Code Council adopted with amendments the 2006 International Building, Residential, Fire and Mechanical Codes and 2006 Uniform Plumbing Code.   These codes become effective July 1, 2007.  

The state authorizes cities and counties to adopt amendments to the international codes, including the administration of the codes, provided that such amendments do not reduce (i.e. make less restrictive) the state’s substantive requirements.  

DEVELOPMENT OF EXECUTIVE PROPOSAL:  

Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) staff met with the King County Building Code Advisory Board and Appeal Board which assisted in developing the proposed ordinances.  DDES held two public meetings at its offices in Renton.  Notice of the public meetings was advertised on the King County Internet site and emailed to interested parties and industry representatives.  
Only one substantive comment was received on the proposed ordinances (see Attachment 3).  That comment, from Puget Sound Energy, concerned the exemption of utilities from permitting requirements.  DDES has agreed to examine the issue with Puget Sound Energy, as well as, other types of utility providers.   NOTE:  Any code changes resulting from these discussions could be adopted at a later date. 
SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS:  

The vast majority of the proposed amendments are technical and non-substantive.  For instance:
· The amendments repeal several prior King County amendments to the building and plumbing codes that are now covered by the International and Uniform codes. 
· The administrative sections for the International Mechanical Code have been consolidated with those for the International Building Code and the International Residential Code.
· Editorial changes were made to update county code language to be consistent with the state and model codes and address changes to international code numbering.
· Existing requirements governing residential swimming pools are re-codified to be located with related building code provisions.

A number of amendments, while substantive or worthy of note, do not appear to pose an issue for your consideration.  For instance:
· The amendments carry forward unique standards that currently exist in King County code, such as:

· Noise transmission standards for properties located near Seattle-Tacoma International Airport,

· Application of sprinkler and fire alarm and detection requirements to infant daycare facilities,
· Emergency escape/rescue openings and routes, 
· Snow load analysis, and

· Obstruction of emergency exits and routes.

· The county plumbing code is updated for the first time in many years.  Most of the proposed revisions are updates to administrative procedures or to reflect current terminology.  The one substantive change is the required separation of sewer and storm water systems.  

NOTE:  In an effort to facilitate communication and coordination between DDES and the health department, this is the first time that the plumbing code is adopted concurrent with building codes.  
· A new option was added to rapid abatement provisions to allow for immediate response by owner.
· The state, in its amendments to the International Residential Code, would apply that code to home-based businesses exceeding 500 square feet to ensure that such home businesses have appropriate access and other life safety standards consistent with those that apply to other businesses.  The proposed ordinance revises the state standard by making the threshold 500 square feet or greater in any one structure and more than a total of 1,000 square feet for all structures used for the home based business.  
TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS:  

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0255 contains two typographic errors that should be amended.  The first (page 38, line 794) is an incorrectly numbered subsection heading.   The second (page 69, line 1480) is missing a reference to an ordinance section number.  These will be reflected in a substitute ordinance to be prepared by staff. 
TIMING FOR COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL REVIEW:  

As noted earlier, the state set July 1, 2007 as the effective date of their latest amended version of the International Codes.  If the proposed ordinances are not in effect by that date, then the county codes would be inconsistent with state regulation and new development would be subject to state version of the International Codes.  The state International Codes would not reflect the unique standards adopted by the county.

In order for county amendments to be in effect by July 1st, the ordinances must be adopted by Council no later than June 18, 2007.   In order to meet such a timeline and still comply with state requirements for public notice before council action, the public hearing for the proposed ordinances has been advertised for May 29, 2007.  
FISCAL IMPACT:  

The executive’s fiscal note indicate that implementation of these ordinances is expected to have little additional long-term fiscal impact upon the County.  The anticipated cost for initial staff training and the purchase of code books ($55,679) was included in the DDES 2007 budget.  Residual training and book purchasing costs in 2008 will be $11,135.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0255 and Section Summary
2. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0256  and Section Summary
3. Puget Sound Energy letter, dated March 14, 2007
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