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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2021-0042 would provide direction to the Conservation Futures Advisory Committee for Council priorities on the use of Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) funds for acquisition of property rights in and around Soos Creek Park, and the Spring Lake-Desire Park-McGarvey Park complex open space areas in the Fairwood community.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2021-0042 would use the Council’s authority under K.C.C. 26.12.010 to express the Council’s interest in prioritizing CFT projects around Soos Creek Park and the Spring Lake-Lake Desire Park-McGarvey Park open space complex. The proposed motion notes that these areas provide wildlife habitat and aquatic resources in the Fairwood community.

Actual CFT project applications in response to the stated priority would be submitted by King County (as the local government for the area) through the regular CFT review process. If project applications are received, the CFT Advisory Committee would review the applications as part of its review process during spring 2021. The CFT Advisory Committee will transmit its recommendations for funding to the Council and Executive during the summer, and the executive will then propose specific funding recommendations to the Council as part of a supplemental budget, likely in the fourth quarter of 2021. 

BACKGROUND 

The conservation futures tax (CFT) levy is authorized by state law[footnoteRef:1] to acquire property rights to conserve open space lands. CFT levy proceeds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. Open space lands are defined in K.C.C. 26.12.003 and RCW 84.34.020 to include open space, agricultural lands, and timber lands. CFT proceeds are allowed to be used to protect, preserve, maintain, improve, restore, limit the future use of, or other otherwise conserve open space lands. [1:  CFT is established in RCW 84.34.200 through .240.] 


K.C.C. chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy proceeds, done through the county’s budget process. Project applications are submitted to King County, either by the local jurisdiction in which the project is located, or through community groups or nonprofits. These project applications are reviewed by the CFT Advisory Committee, which makes a recommendation to the Executive on funding allocations based on the selection criteria.[footnoteRef:2] The Executive includes recommendations for funding allocation in the proposed budget, which the Council reviews, amends, and adopts. Unless a project is determined by the CFT committee to be located in an opportunity area,  project applicants are required to provide funding from another source in an equal or greater amount to the CFT funding they receive.  [2:  Motion 15513] 


King County Code allows the Council to establish priorities for the CFT Advisory Committee to consider during their project selection and funding recommendation process.[footnoteRef:3] A motion setting such priorities must be passed by the Council by March 1st of any given year for consideration for funding in the following year. [3:  K.C.C. 26.12.010.B] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2021-0042 would set an evaluation priority for one or more projects that includes the purchase of property rights in and around Soos Creek Park and the Spring Lake-Desire Park-McGarvey Park complex open space areas. The proposed motion notes that these areas, which are located in the Fairwood community of unincorporated King County, provide wildlife habitat, aquatic resources and community separation for the area, and that the Spring Lake-Lake Desire Park-McGarvey Park parcels proposed for acquisition include a former Nike missile silo network, which is a site of historical significance and would provide an educational or interpretive opportunity for those enjoying passive recreation in the park.

If an applicant submits one or more CFT applications for the these properties, they will be subject to the review process and criteria established in code. This proposed motion, if passed before March 1, 2021, would alert the committee that this project is a priority for consideration in the 2021 application review cycle for projects that would be proposed to the Council for funding as part of a supplemental budget ordinance, likely in the fourth quarter of 2021.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0042
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· Josh Baldi, WLRD Division Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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