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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0341 would approve the Water District 20 (“the District”) Comprehensive Water System Plan Update (“the Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The Water District 20 Water System provides water service to the City of Burien and unincorporated King County, south of Seattle, as well as small parts of the cities of SeaTac, Tukwila and Seattle.  
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,

· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL WATER SYSTEM PLAN
The UTRC has finalized its review of the Plan, and found it to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below. 

Service Area  The District’s service area is primarily within the City of Burien (68%) and unincorporated King County (22.4%), with smaller portions—about 9%--shared between the cities of SeaTac, Tukwila and Seattle.  The seven square mile service area is developed for urban and suburban land use, primarily characterized by single and multi-family housing, schools, and a hospital, along with limited highway commercial zones, some centralized commercial developments, a small industrial area, and two large golf courses.  The District is bounded on the west by Puget Sound, as well as by Burien and unincorporated King County; on the north by Seattle; on the east by Tukwila and SeaTac, and on the south by SeaTac and Burien.

Facilities  The District’s water system includes 115 miles of water mains, supported by one reservoir, one booster pump station, twelve master meter supply points, valves and other appurtenances.  The District is part of a regional water supply system supplying water to residents and businesses south of Seattle.  Water is obtained from Seattle Public Utilities (“SPU”) regional supply system.  It is delivered to customers through its distribution network.  The District has 9,125 retail water service connections comprised of 8,192 residential, 323 multi-unit and 490 commercial connections and 6 wholesale accounts.  

Growth  Given the highly developed nature of the District and the surrounding communities and water purveyors, the District does not anticipate changing its boundaries except by annexation, de-annexation or merger with other water service providers.  Adjacent water service providers include the Highline Water District to the south, with 17,600 connections; Water District 45 to the west, with 900 connections; Water District 49 to the west and south, with 4,000 connections, and Water District 125, to the east, with 3,800 connections.  There are no planned future annexations, de-annexations or mergers currently known.  Total population is expected to grow from 29,269 (2010) to 33,517 (2030) over the 20-year planning period.  Total accounts are expected to grow from 9,122 (2010) to 10,541 (2030).  Demand is projected to increase from 7.5 mgd (2010) to 8.8 mgd (2030).
System Improvements  Recommended capital projects include 15 short-term projects totaling $2.6 million, twelve intermediate projects totaling $2.1 million, and 20 long term projects totaling $2.77 million, comprising $7.47 million in capital expenditures over the 20 year planning period.  Projects include a mix of cast iron pipe replacements, replacement of piping ranging from 1.5 inches to 6 inches in diameter, improvements to loop between unconnected parts of the system, fire flow and velocity improvements, and potential future development.  The District has signed a contract with Seattle Public Utilities through which SPU will provide all needed water for the District through 2061.  The District also has sufficient storage for the 20 year planning horizon.  The Plan identifies two funding alternatives to support needed capital expenditures, which provide for increasing rates from 10% to 17% by 2016, or drawing down existing reserves.
SEPA  The District issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on April 11, 2011. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0341 without attachment of the Water District 20 Comprehensive Water System Plan Update, which is available upon request
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