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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

UTILITIES COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM: 3
	DATE:  March 12, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:  2001-0387
	PREPARED BY:  Peggy Dorothy


SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE approving a franchise for the Tacoma Public Utilities to construct, operate and maintain a water transmission pipeline in council districts 7, 9 and 13 authorizing the executive to execute the franchise agreement.
SUMMARY:  All utilities operating in the County’s right-of-way are required to hold valid franchises as a prerequisite to approval of permits for facility placement and construction work.  Franchise agreements must be consistent with the county’s comprehensive plan and with comprehensive plans for the utilities seeking the franchise agreement.

Proposed Ordinance 2001-0387 would grant a franchise to Tacoma Public Utilities to construct, operate and maintain its Second Supply Pipeline (Pipeline No. 5).  Pipeline No. 5 would serve as a major water transmission line for several water utilities operating within the south King County Critical Water Supply Plan boundary, including the City of Kent and the Covington Water District. 

The council has reviewed this pipeline on a number of previous occasions.  In 1989, the council conditionally approved the Tacoma water system plan, provided that the utility district develop a comprehensive mitigation plan for Pipeline No. 5 to be approved by the council prior to the issuance of county permits and approvals for the project.  

In 1993, the council reviewed and approved Tacoma’s comprehensive mitigation plan by Ordinance 10776.  Ordinance 10776 specifically stated that terms and conditions of the comprehensive mitigation plan “shall apply to each shoreline permit, grading permit, right-of-way construction permit and franchise issued by King County in association with Pipeline No. 5 or the 1987 Tacoma Water System Plan.”

There are three amendments to Proposed Ordinance 2001-0387 for the committee’s consideration:

Amendment 1. Since the county council redistricting last year, the area covered by the Tacoma franchise agreement is now located in council districts 7, 9 and 12.  Amendment 1 would correct the council districts referenced in the Proposed Ordinance.
Amendment 2. The proposed franchise agreement contains the usual terms and conditions for King County franchise agreements.  However, the agreement does not reference the terms and conditions of the comprehensive mitigation plan as required by Ordinance 10776.  The franchise agreement has been revised to include the mitigation plan as a condition of the franchise agreement.  Amendment 2 would approve the revised franchise agreement, assuring that the agreement complies with Ordinance No. 10776.

Title Amendment. The title amendment would correct the reference to the council districts in the Proposed Ordinance’s title.

BACKGROUND:  Tacoma Public Utilities, together with Seattle, Kent, Covington Water District and Lakehaven Utility District, propose to improve water supply with construction of the Second Supply Project.  The project includes the Second Supply Pipeline (Pipeline No. 5), a 33.5 mile long water supply transmission pipeline from Tacoma’s existing headworks on the Green River near Palmer to Pipeline No. 4 in Tacoma. 

In early 1998, Tacoma Public Utilities agreed to construct a portion of Pipeline No. 5 from Pipeline No. 4 in Tacoma to 1st Way South in Federal Way to provide Lakehaven Utility District with additional water from Tacoma’s surplus water supply.  This portion of Pipeline No. 5 was completed and placed into service in June 2000.

The City of Kent and the Covington Water District requested that Tacoma Public Utilities construct the upper 9.5 miles of Pipeline No. 5 to provide them with water from Tacoma’s surplus water supply.  This project involves installing a buried 72- and 60-inch diameter steel water transmission pipeline and associated structures.  This project is currently under construction and, pending approval of this franchise agreement, should be in service by the summer.

The project is located within a 100-foot wide utility right-of-way corridor acquired by Tacoma Public Utilities in the 1970s.  The route for the pipeline in this section of the project is located in unincorporated King County and the City of Black Diamond. 

ATTENDING

Craig Gibson, Tacoma Public Utilities

Bernard Thompson, King County Property Services

Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
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