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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Gene Paul

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0382
	Date:
	February 11, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2024-0382 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Velma Veloria, who resides in Council District Two, to the King County International Airport Roundtable, as the Beacon Hill community representative. The term would be a partial term expiring on August 31, 2026.

BACKGROUND

The Council established the King County International Airport (KCIA) Roundtable in 1997.[footnoteRef:1] The purpose of the Roundtable is to advise and make recommendations to airport management, the Executive, and the Council on the airport budget, programs, regulations, master plans and noise reduction strategies, and other related matters. [1:  Ordinance 12785 and K.C.C. Chapter 15.94] 


The Roundtable is comprised of eighteen regular voting members and one non-voting member representing the following interests:

· Communities directly affected by the airport (ten members). One each from South Park, Georgetown, Beacon Hill, Rainier Valley, West Seattle, Magnolia or North Seattle, Tukwila, Renton/Kent/South King County, unincorporated King County, and one at-large; 
· Airport tenants (four members). One each from a cargo operator or scheduled air carrier, small general aviation and corporate tenants, and one from Boeing;
· Commercial enterprise, which is an off-site user or off-site provider of airport-related services (one member);
· Pilots’ association (one member);
· Labor (two members); and
· Federal Aviation Administration (one ex-officio non-voting member).

Regular members of the Roundtable are appointed by the Executive and subject to confirmation by the Council, except for members representing Georgetown, Tukwila, Beacon Hill, Rainier Valley, and South Park.[footnoteRef:2] These five members shall be nominated for appointment by the Executive in consultation with the elected representative(s) of the respective county council district(s) and approved by the Council via motion.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  K.C.C. 15.94.030.A. ]  [3:  K.C.C. 15.94.030.B.] 


Roundtable members can serve up to two consecutive three-year terms or until a successor is appointed,[footnoteRef:4] and the terms are staggered consistent with the provisions of K.C.C. Chapter 2.28. The Roundtable is authorized to adopt bylaws and operating rules and appoint subcommittees. Subcommittee membership may include representatives who are not regular members of the Roundtable. The Executive may also appoint non-voting ex-officio members to serve at the Executive’s discretion. [4:  K.C.C. 15.34.030. Representatives of Boeing and Labor are exempt from term limits. ] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION
 
Ms. Veloria is a former Washington State Representative who resides in the Beacon Hill community. Her application materials indicate that her home there is under the flight path of KCIA and directly impacted by the noise and air pollution from the airport. According to her curriculum vitae, she has been a community organizer for more than 40 years.[footnoteRef:5] Ms. Veloria continues to be active organizing for different causes and one of them is the King County International Airport Community Coalition (KCIACC). According to the organization's website, the KCIACC "works for health, climate and environmental justice to preserve the history and uplift the long-standing impacted communities in Allentown-Tukwila, South Park, Georgetown, Beacon Hill and Duwamish Valley Neighborhoods."[footnoteRef:6] According to Ms. Veloria's application materials, the KCIACC advocated for the December 2023 changes to the King County Code governing the KCIA Roundtable.[footnoteRef:7] The changes included expanding the size of the Roundtable to provide for additional representation from Beacon Hill and South Park and requiring the five members representing Georgetown, Tukwila, Beacon Hill, Rainier Valley, and South Park to be nominated for appointment by the Executive in consultation with the elected representative(s) of the respective County Council district(s) and approved by the Council via motion.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  "Velma Veloria CV" through the University of Washington website. (Link)]  [6:  "King County International Airport Community Coalition Information Page" (Link)]  [7:  Ordinance 19713.]  [8:  K.C.C. 15.94.030.B.] 


ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements set by the King County Code.  

INVITED 

· Velma Veloria, Appointee to the KCIA Roundtable
· [bookmark: _Hlk187139501]John Parrott, Director, KCIA 
· David Decoteau, Deputy Director, KCIA 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0382
2. Transmittal Letter
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