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Revised Staff Report: Proposed Ordinance 2003-0453:  
· The preamble was modified to require

· Department policies for project evaluation criteria; for projects at Marymoor Park, City of Redmond and Friends of Marymoor Park will be included in development of criteria

· Public outreach for projects

· Outreach process and public comment will be summarized in transmittal of project proposals to Council.

· Zoning code is modified to allow sale of agricultural products in specified zones in covered structures, or in enclosed structures with a conditional use permit.  Sale of value added products like jams or cheeses at farmers markets is authorized.

· Eating and drinking places are authorized in parks in specified zones, within identified size restrictions and park type restrictions.

· Rentals are limited to sports and recreation equipment; square footage limitations and park type limitations are addressed.

· Water slides, wave pools and water recreation facilities in specified park types are authorized.

· Repair of sports equipment is authorized in specified park types and locations, with size restrictions provided for.  

· Sporting goods and related stores are authorized in specified park types in designated locations; square footage limits are provided for.
SUBJECT:
Proposed Ordinances 2003-0453 and 2003-0454 amending the county’s zoning code to authorize certain entrepreneurial uses and activities at county parks, consistent with the provisions of the Parks Omnibus ordinance (Ordinance 14509) and the report of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force.
SUMMARY:
In 2002, in response to a need to reduce support from the Current Expense fund for parks and recreation functions, the Council approved Ordinance 14509, the Parks Omnibus Ordinance, which directed the Executive to restructure the parks and recreation function to emphasize entrepreneurial and businesslike approaches, with the intent that the subsidy provided to support  parks and recreation activities could be greatly reduced.  

Among the entrepreneurial activities anticipated by the Parks Omnibus legislation are the following:

· A golf driving range at Marymoor Park;

· Recreational vehicle and camping facilities;

· Presentation of a concert series at Marymoor Park;

· Restaurants;

· Various other park-related retail, rental or service functions

While the Parks Omnibus ordinance clearly established the Council policy in support of such functions, the county’s zoning code contains limitations on the activities that can occur in such parks and recreation facilities.  The land use tables of KCC 21A.08.040, among others, designate the permitted land uses in the respective land use zones, and whether such permitted uses are conditioned.  The current tables do not authorize, for example, the concert series at Marymoor, with the result that the Parks Division must pursue a conditional use permit through the Department of Development and Environmental Services to authorize such concerts—a process which can be expensive, complex and time consuming.  The same limitations exist for the golf driving range, RV and camping facilities, and other uses. Current zoning does not authorize restaurants in parks.

Proposed Ordinances 2003-0453, 2003-0454
Proposed Ordinances 2003-0453 and 2003-0454 modify the existing zoning codes to authorize the uses described above.  

2003-0453

2003-0453 establishes a new category of use—“Large, active recreation and multi-use park”—which is authorized in specified zones.  These are county-owned parks, defined according to an ‘adopted parks inventory list’; the parks inventory list is to be maintained by the agency, and has not been transmitted along with the legislation.
Recreational Vehicle Parks are to be allowed in large active-recreation and multiuse parks in specified zones.
Outdoor performance centers are allowed in  specified zones, and can only be in large active recreation and multiuse parks; stages at those performance centers are limited to a 3000 square foot footprint.  

Golf driving ranges are authorized in certain parks in specified zones.

2003-0454

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0454 inserts a new definition for County Fairground facility, allowing its use for the following activities:

· Regional festivals

· Agricultural shows and events

· Animal shows

· Training, seminars and conferences

· Trade and specialty shows

· Private parties, receptions or banquets

· Sporting events

· Carnivals

· Circuses

· Recreational Vehicle parks

· Campgrounds

· Outdoor performance centers

· Retail, rental and services related to the fairgrounds.

The Regional Land Use table is modified to allow for a County Fairground facility, but only in conformance with the King County Site Development Plan Report, allowing for modifications from the report of up to 10% for building square footage, landscaping, parking, building height, or impervious surface.  A Special Use Permit is required for modification or expansion of fairground facilities that don’t conform with the King County Site Development Plan Report, or that exceed the 10% allowed modifications referred to above.  

Modifications to the impervious surface standards for the county fairground facility may be allowed if the square footage does not exceed the approved impervious surface square footage in the King County Fairgrounds Site Development Plan Environmental Checklist, by more than 10%.

The measure also provides a council finding that requirements for environmental analysis, protections and mitigations of those chapters amended by this ordinance (2003-0450) provide “adequate analysis of and mitigation for those specific environmental impacts to which the requirements apply.”  

Council Review of Major Projects

The Council may note that, pursuant to the Parks Omnibus legislation, for those concession contracts which extend for five years or more, the Executive is required to return to the Council for authorization before the project goes forward.  
