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April 25, 2018


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will provide greater certainty for industries in King County by updating the King County Industrial Waste Program (KCIW) fee structure to one based on the cost of providing service. The industrial waste fee provisions in King County Code were adopted in 1993 and last updated in 2010. The ordinance makes necessary updates, recognizing that the types of industrial customers in our region have changed over the years.

The legislation will streamline King County Code 28.84.060 Industrial Waste Rules and Regulations by requiring the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) to develop a public rule for administering the new fee structure. An example of the draft public rule is attached. The County administers its Industrial Waste Program for the protection of our employees, sewer lines, and wastewater treatment plants through a delegation of authority from the Washington State Department of Ecology and as required by the federal Clean Water Act. The County’s industrial waste fees and charges are set to recover the costs associated with County regulation and monitoring of industrial users of the County’s sanitary sewer system.

Specifically, the ordinance will accomplish the following:

· Update the process for applying Issuance Fees, Compliance Monitoring and Administration Fees, and Surcharge Fees.
· Eliminate fees based on water volume and limited to only two types of pollutants, and instead authorize the creation of fee tiers and categories in a public rule that accurately reflects the different types of industrial customers.
· Create a fee structure that is revenue-neutral for KCIW and based on actual costs.




The legislation also furthers the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:

· The legislation furthers the King County Strategic Plan goal of aligning funding, policy, and operational goals of King County government with community priorities by developing a fee structure based on the cost of service. It also furthers the King County Strategic Plan goal of optimizing County operations through innovation and continuous improvement by creating a fee system that takes far less staff time to administer than a system based on wastewater volume.
· The legislation furthers the Strategic Climate Action Plan goal of maximizing the reuse and repurposing of government operations byproducts by funding KCIW. WTD’s Resource Recovery Program depends on KCIW’s work to ensure the industrial waste reaching the treatment plants meets standards that protect the quality of WTD’s recycled materials like reclaimed water and biosolids.

In developing the legislation, the DNRP engaged key customers through individual meetings in the summer of 2017 and a briefing of the Metal Finishers Association in September 2017. WTD also engaged the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) while the proposal was being developed, including meetings in June 2017 and in March 2018. Customers expressed general support for a model based on cost of service. DNRP worked to incorporate the input into the legislation.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County industries plan for the future by authorizing a fee structure that creates certainty with fees that are based on the cost of service.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Wastewater Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-4601.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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