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Metropolitan King County Council

Natural Resources and Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2004-0543
	Date:
	December 2, 2004

	Invited:
	Suzanne Little, Director, Parks and Recreation Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


Revised Staff Report:  The Committee adopted a striking amendment which corrected internal references and which incorporates the Potential Ravensdale Site Acquisition Preliminary Plan as an attachment; the Committee approved the amended motion.
SUBJECT:  Proposed Acquisition of 8-acre parks parcel:  proviso response

SUMMARY:  An eight-acre parcel of land adjacent to Ravensdale County Park (also known as Gracie Hansen County Park) currently owned by Plum Creek Timber Company, became available for acquisition recently. The local community expressed interest in acquisition of the site for park and recreation purposes, and the Council included an item in the 2004 CIP Budget which would support the acquisition of the land for park purposes.  

In recognition of the Parks Business Plan provision which emphasizes limiting additional acquisitions which would result in greater operations and maintenance costs for the agency, the Council included a proviso in the 2004 budget, as follows:

PROVIDED THAT:  Of this appropriation, $200,000 in CIP Project 316XXX, Ravensdale Site Acquisition, may be expended or encumbered for the purchase of the eight acres of Plum creek property immediately north of Gracie Hansen Park in Ravensdale authorized for purchase in the parks capital improvement budget, after the council approves by motion a report detailing plans to develop, operate and maintain the property.  

The parks department should submit its report by September 1, 2004.  The report should at a minimum detail plans for development of ballfields and parking facilities on the eight acres and show how the site will be operated and maintained; it should also describe any agreements entered into with private-sector community groups for any of the activities specified in this proviso.  

The report and motion must be filed in the form of 15 copies with the clerk of the council, who will retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the lead staff for the natural resources, parks and open space committee or its successor.

The Council has received a “Potential Ravensdale Site Acquisition (8 acres) Preliminary Plan” from the Executive, attached to a transmittal letter dated October 18, 2002. 

The plan notes the general location of the parcel (described as directly East of Ravensdale Park), and describes the opportunity to acquire needed park land in an area facing shortages of recreation facilities in a time of increasing development.  

The plan indicates that the Division intends to pursue acquisition as soon as possible.  The Maple Valley Rotary Club has agreed to maintain the property through volunteer resources while the property remains in undeveloped status.  This will include litter control, site monitoring, safety and environmental observation, reporting, and management to protect important property values.  

The property would remain in undeveloped status through 2007, when a preexisting development moratorium on the parcel expires.  In 2007, the Ravensdale Regional Park Foundation will implement a capital development plan, including the following elements:

Soccer Complex
· Two synthetic in-fill soccer fields
· Parking
· Paths
· Storage Building
· Trailhead Kiosk
· Picnic Shelter
Phase 1:

· Final site/facilities planning and design

· Permitting

Phase 2

· Initial site development work—clearing, grading, infrastructure

· Parking lot

· Athletic field construction

· Storage building

· Paths

· Picnic shelter
The plan indicates that, upon completion, the Ravensdale Regional Park Foundation will be the primary operator and programmer of the facility, via the Association Development and Operations Partnership program operated by the Parks Division; major maintenance will be provided via contract between the Foundation and the Parks Division, paid for by facility-generated revenues.  The Foundation will provide supplemental maintenance using volunteer resources.

Proposed Motion 2004-0543 acknowledges both the interests of the community in acquiring the site for recreation, and the limitations in operations/maintenance expenditures of the Parks Division; and the willingness of community groups to assume short- and long-term maintenance/operations responsibility.  The motion directs the Executive to go forward with the provisions of the plan.  
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